
 

 
 

Kangarooby : 
the case of a hybrid toponym 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ANPS OCCASIONAL PAPER 
No. 8 

 
 

2020 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
  



KANGAROOBY : 
THE CASE OF A HYBRID TOPONYM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Tent 
 
 
 
 

ANPS OCCASIONAL PAPER 
No. 8 

 
 

2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ANPS Occasional Papers 
ISSN 2206-1878 (Online) 
 
General Editor: David Blair 
 
 
Also in this series: 
ANPS Occasional Paper 1 
 Jeremy Steele: Trunketabella: “pretty trinkets”? 
ANPS Occasional Paper 2 
 Jan Tent: The early names of Australia’s coastal regions 
ANPS Occasional Paper 3 
 Diana Beal: The naming of Irvingdale and Mt Irving 
ANPS Occasional Paper 4 
 Jan Tent: The Cogie: a case of a conflated name?  
ANPS Occasional Paper 5 
 Jan Tent: Placename dictionaries and dictionaries of places: an Australian perspective 
ANPS Occasional Paper 6 
 Jan Tent: On the scent of Coogee? 
ANPS Occasional Paper 7 
 Jan Tent: The uncertain origin of Brooklyn in the Antipodes 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parish of Kangarooby. (NSW Department of Lands, 1960) 

 
Published for the Australian National Placenames Survey 
This online edition:   March 2020 
 
Australian National Placenames Survey © 2020 
 
 
Published by Placenames Australia (Inc.) 
PO Box 5160 
South Turramurra 
NSW  2074



CONTENTS 

1	 INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................................... 1	

2	 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND .......................................................................................................... 1	

2.1	 Kangarooby #1 ................................................................................................................................ 3	

2.2	 Kangarooby #2 ................................................................................................................................ 5	

2.3	 Kangarooby #3 .............................................................................................................................. 12	

2.4	 Kangarooby #4 .............................................................................................................................. 13	

3	 KANGAROO ...................................................................................................................................... 14	

4	 THE OLD SCANDINAVIAN TOPONYMIC SUFFIX -by .............................................................. 14	

5	 THE INDIGENOUS CASE SUFFIX -bi/-ba ...................................................................................... 16	

6	 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS ............................................................................................. 21	

7	 ENVOI ................................................................................................................................................ 31	

REFERENCES ............................................................................................................................................ 32	

ENDNOTES ............................................................................................................................................... 36	



 

 



Kangarooby 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
                ANPS Occasional Paper No 8 1 

 
 

 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The coining of toponyms involves various processes. The most common of these involve 
such factors as description or association (e.g. Coldwater Creek, Rocky Plain, Round 
Mountain, Powerline Creek, Shark Bay); the naming of a feature after someone or 
something (e.g. Mt Kosciuszko, Adelaide, Endeavour River, Collaroy etc.); or the 
commemoration of an event or occasion (e.g. Cape Tribulation, Agincourt Reefs, 
Whitsunday Islands) (See Tent & Blair, 2011). In a Placenames Australia article (Tent, 
2017), I enumerated a number of other linguistic processes that are used in the coining 
of new toponyms. These include: copying (more commonly referred to as ‘borrowing’) of 
words, names or toponyms from other languages; affixation (the addition of one or more 
suffixes and/or prefixes to a root); blending (the formation of a placename by joining 
parts of two or more words/names, e.g. Belrose < ‘Christmas bell’ + ‘native rose’); and 
compounding (the formation of a placename by conjoining two or more words, e.g. 
Cooktown, Castlecrag). 
 
The current paper deals with a toponym, Kangarooby ~ Kangaroobie, that might be 
described as a ‘hybrid toponym’ because it appears to be an amalgam of at least two of 
the afore mentioned four processes (copying and affixation). The origin and meaning of 
the toponym’s root, Kangaroo, are well known and transparent enough (see below). 
However, its suffix is enigmatic. This paper examines the problem and attempts to find a 
resolution.1  
 
 
2 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
There are at least four rural properties, several geographic features (a CREEK, MOUNTAIN, 
and LOCALITY), an administrative district (a PARISH), and a number of roads currently 
bearing the name Kangarooby ~ Kangaroobie: 
 
1. Kangarooby (NSW), a rural property/homestead some 40km (great-circle distance) 

north-west of Cowra. The local parish, a creek and mountain also bear the name.  
2. Kangaroobie (NSW), a rural property/homestead, and a locality (see Figure 3), on 

the Mitchell Highway some 13km (great-circle distance) nor-nor-west of Orange. 
3. Kangaroobie (NSW), rural property/homestead, on the Crookwell Road some 

20km (great-circle distance) nor-nor-west of Goulburn. 
4. Kangaroobie (VIC), a rural property, now a holiday camp on the Great Ocean 

Road near the Gellibrand River just 2.5km (great circle-distance) south-east of 
Princetown (see Figure 2.) 

 
The three NSW rural properties lie within a radius of approximately 160km (great-circle 
distance)2 (see Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 
Relative positions of the NSW Kangaroobies 

 

Figure 2 
The Victorian Kangaroobie 
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Figure 3 
Kangaroobie (LOCALITY) and Kangaroobie Road, near Orange 

(Photo: Courtesy Stephen Mackenzie) 
 

 
 2.1 Kangarooby #1 
 
The first reference to this property near Cowra and Gooloogong can be found on page 4 
of the Australasian Chronicle of Friday 11 October 1839 .3 It mentions ‘Peter Dwyer’s, 
Kangarooby, Lachlan River.’ In the same year, Commissioner of Crown Lands Henry 
Cosby’s itinerary of his inspections of land use in the Counties of King and Murray in his 
Report of 1839-1840 states:  

 
8/10/1839 Goolagong to Gerarty? 4 miles 
8/10 Gerarty to Kangarooby 3 miles 
9/10 Kangarooby to Tin Pot Alley 14 miles 
 

The Irishman Peter Dwyer was the brother-in-law of the owner of the station, John 
O’Sullivan, who was granted a depasturing licence for the property in 1839. On the 
licence renewal of 1840 (No. 40/360) (in his name), the name Kangarooby appears. 
However, on the subsequent licence renewals of 1842 (Nos. 162 and 352) (in the name 
of Peter Dwyer), the name Kangaroobay emerges.4 Dwyer was then the 
manager/supervisor of the property, and ran a horse stud from there. However, in 1839 
he placed an advertisement in the Australian Chronicle for his stallion Waverly ‘at Peter 
Dwyer’s, Kangarooby, Lachlan River…’ Dwyer held the lease on the station from 1842 
to 1844. John O’Sullivan and his wife Bridget (née Dwyer) never lived on the station. 
Around 1844 a Hugh O’Neil leased the run, and the spelling changed back to 
Kangarooby (The Squatters and Graziers Index – NSW State Archives and Records). Wells 
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(1848, p. 218) also lists the station’s owner as H. O’Neil. Later the property was listed in 
Hanson’s Pastoral Possessions: New South Wales…(1889, p. 82) as follows: 
 

KANGAROOBY PASTORAL HOLDING, No. 495. Comprising Kangarooby Run. 
Leasehold Area. Land District of Cowra; County of Forbes. The Crown Lands within the 
boundaries of that part of Kangarooby Run lying to the north of the dividing line, as 
notified in Gazette, 5th August, 1885. Resumed Area. Land District of Cowra; County of 
Forbes. The Crown Lands within the boundaries of that part of Kangarooby Run lying to 
the south of the dividing line, as notified in Gazette, 5th August, 1885. […] Names of 
Holders — Messrs. William, Robert Grieve, Thomas, and John Armstrong. 

 
The property has been in the Idiens family for three generations now (Geoff Idiens, p.c. 
10/3/2018). Geoff knows nothing of the history of the property or the origin of its name, 
except that the current homestead was built in 1909 or 1911 by a McWilliams, and that 
the property (Figure 4) was originally some 12,000 acres before being reduced to its 
current 2,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
(Photo: courtesy Louise Wass, Gooloogong NSW) 

 
The nearby geographical features (a creek, a mountain, and a road) also bear the name 
Kangarooby, as does the local parish. As is often the case with such features, they derive 
their names from the rural property. The creek (Figure 5) runs for approximately 32km, 
and runs through the property and ultimately into the Lachlan River. The mountain rises 
about 340 metres from Kangarooby Creek, and is about 9km south-west of Gooloogong 
and about 4 km north-west of Barabigal Trig Station. 
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Figure 5 
(Photo: courtesy Louise Wass, Gooloogong NSW) 

 
No other information about this Kangarooby was able to be discovered. 
 
 2.2 Kangaroobie #2 
 
This property had a number of spellings: Kangaroo Bay, Kangaroobay, Kangaroo-bay, 
Kangarooba, Kangarooby, and Kangaroobie.  
 
Thomas Kite, who first took up this property, was one of ten farmers settled by 
Governor Lachlan Macquarie in March 1818. Each was allowed 50 acres on the river 
flats and a town allotment of two acres (Greaves, 1966). Kite (from Tilshead in 
Wiltshire, southern England) was a convict who was tried in London in 1812 and 
sentenced to death for stealing money, but his sentence was commuted to life because of 
his former good character (Australian Royalty website). He arrived in the colony in 1813, 
and received a conditional pardon in 1818, followed by an absolute pardon in 1836 
(Spurway, 1992). Kite gradually acquired more land through grants, purchases and 
licences in the districts of Bathurst, Orange, Molong, Wellington, Lachlan, Parkes and 
Condoblin. Some of the properties (with various spellings) were Molong Swamp (also 
known as Cobong), Burrawong, Wallamundry, Boramble, Wardy, and Kangaroobie. In 
1851 he held more than 200,000 acres of land and owned over 14,000 head of (mainly) 
cattle. From 1853, his holdings diminished by the disposing of various stations; however 
he retained Molong Swamp and Bob’s Creek (Spurway, 1992). 
 
The Registers of Land Grants and Leases for the counties of Georgiana and Bathurst, 1829-
1853 (Vol. 11) shows the details of the granting of the lease for Kangaroo Bay to Thomas 
Kite. It was granted by Governor Sir George Gipps on 17 May, 1839 (Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 

The Registers of Land Grants and Leases for the counties of Georgiana and Bathurst,  
1829-1853 (Vol. 11) 

 
Figure 7 provides details of the land grant that became Kangaroo Bay. 
 

Figure 7 
Description of Kangaroo Bay lease 

The Registers of Land Grants and Leases for the counties of Georgiana and Bathurst,  
1829-1853 (Vol. 11) 

 
James Dalton purchased ‘Kangaroobie’ in 1864 from Thomas Kite. The original deed to 
Kite was dated 6 June, 1836. The purchase price for the original 746 acres was £186/10. 
When James’s son, Michael Francis (aka M.F.), married in 1902, James built for him the 
magnificent two-storey Federation filigree-style home at ‘Kangaroobie’. The single-storey 
service wings and stable, remainders of the earlier Kite family homestead, stand to the 
rear. M.F. managed ‘Kangaroobie’ and the Dalton estate during its peak years 1910s to 
1940s with his son Brian Michael. (Dalton, 1985; Australian Heritage Database). 
 
Rutherford and Bigrigg (1973) explain that the Government Gazette of 1848 lists 
Thomas Kite as the owner of depasturing licence No. 61 for Kangarooby, which was also 
one of the stations listed in the estate of Rev. Samuel Marsden. They also note that the 
property’s name was initially rendered as Kangaroo Bay. In addition, the September 25 
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entry in the Supplement to the New South Wales Government Gazette, of Friday, 
September 22, 1848, shows the form Kangarooba (Figure 8): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 8 

Entry in the Supplement to the New South Wales Government Gazette,  
of Friday, September 22, 1848. 

 
Figure 9 shows an example of Kite’s property having the spelling Kangarooby:   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9 
Kite’s Kangarooby 

 

New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), Tuesday 22 August 1871
(No.211), page 1860

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223592505
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This notice seems to contradict the information provided by Dalton (1985) and the 
Australian Heritage Database, which say Kite’s Kangaroobie was purchased by James 
Dalton in 1864. Although the spellings of the property differ between Dalton, the 
Database, and the £100 reward notice, they do appear to refer to one and the same 
property. The ownership uncertainties of the property are, however, not the concern 
here; other research may well resolve those questions. 
 
Kite’s last will and testament lists his numerous properties and to whom they were 
bequeathed. Among the properties is mentioned the rural property of Kangaroo Bay 
(Figure 10, next page). 
 
Wells (1848) lists both Kangarooba and Kangaroo Bay. It is not quite clear whether they 
refer to the same property or two separate ones:  
 

KANGAROOBA. In the district of Wellington, N.S.W., on the Macquarie river, 36 miles 
from Bathurst. T. Kite’s station. 
 
KANGAROO BAY. Is situated in the county of Wellington, N.S.W., 165 miles from 
Sydney. 
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Figure 10 
Page 2 of Thomas Kite’s last will and testament of 2 August, 1871,  

showing the spelling Kangaroo Bay.  
(Source: Woolstone House Heritage Estate at Bathurst. 

http://woolstone.ozvestproperty.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/thomas-kite-original-will.pdf) 
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The Molong Historical Society’s list of properties and local names also attributes the 
following spellings of the property: 
 
Name  Parish County Remarks and Notes 
Kangaroobie / Kangaroo 
Bay 

March & Gamboola Wellington Part of Molong Run licensed by 
Thomas Kite in 1837. It is said that 
the name came from the fact that 
droves of Kangaroos would gather in 
the area. The land later became part 
of the Dalton Family properties. 

 
Figure 11 

Entry from List of Property and Locality Names in the Molong District New South Wales. 
(Source: Molong Historical Society Inc. http://www.users.on.net/~quincejam/mhsres.html#prop) 

 
 

In a report on an excursion from Bathurst to Wellington Valley in the Sydney Gazette and 
New South Wales Advertiser, Thursday 19 January 1832, the correspondent (H. 1832) 
reports on the large number of kangaroos at a particular spot, such that the spot had been 
given the name Kangaroo Bay (Figure 12). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 125 

Extract from ‘An Excursion from Bathurst to Wellington Valley.’  
Bathurst, 21st December, 1831.  

Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 19 January 1832, No. 2078, p. 3. 
 
 
 

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page499759
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Quilling Bathurst, with the intention

of extending our tour to the distant settlement of

Wellington Valley, a journey
of one hundred and

odo miles, we ascended the range of hills westward
of the Mitcquanq, and turning our heads accidentally,

we were struck with admiration at the richness of

the landscape which the Plains of Bathurst presented

t» our view. 1 he prospert from \ npstone-lull to-

ward» Sydney is perhaps one of tho most picturesque
in the colony, displaying one vast gai den of agricul-

ture, and affording to the reflective mind matter of

astonishment ot the rapid progress
of the march of

civilisation. But the placid scenery of the western

country is1beyond description beautiful, and as seen

from the eminence on which we at that moment

stood, almost wearied our vision by the quick suc-

cession of interesting objects Which the eve rested

on in its range over three fourths of a circle. Pro-

ceed ng onward, our ideas gradually assumed a more

gloomy cast, we felt that we were leaving the abodes

of industry and civilization, to penetrate
the inter-

minable wilds of the interior, the dominion of the

sable sons of nature , but these gloomy reflections

were soon dissipated as we came to Lvans' Plums,
and the beautiful country, which for several miles

forms the demesne of our old Lieutenant-Governor

(now)
General Stewart. A finer tract of land cannot

possibly
be conceived, thinly wooded, watered by

numberless creeks, and affording rich pasture for the

most extensive herds. King a Plain? are swampy,
and have been generally, and are now chiefly located

for the depasturing of cattle. During the period of
hostilities with the natives in 1824 this vicinity was

the scene of much bloodshed. Hie atrocities of these

iais"Uided people
on that occasion, called forth the

most active measures of the local authorities, in

which noarly all the respectable settlers of the dis-

trict joined, under ihe direction of the then Com
mandant, Colonel Monssot. .Before the termination

of hostilities, mm tml law being in full operation, the

slaughter was dreadful, but the result decidedly
moved the good policy of the couise adopted,

foi

since that time the most amicable feeling has sub

sisled between the Aborigmil and Au*lo-Ausln

lians. At the distance of thirty two miles from

liathurst, is a Government stock station, also a mili-

tary post known b) the nan es of Summer Hill und

frederick's Valley. We found nothing worthy of

remark at this place, winch formed our first stage,

and early the next morning journied forward for

some miles, through a level country, which appears

subject to floods, and of a rank soil droves of kan-

garoos were nipping thedow-bespecVIed grass ,
their

number about one pirticular spot, twelve miles from

Summer Hill has given it ihe name of Knngaroo
Bay, and, in like manner, I mu Swamp. Crossing
several deep creeks, which in wet weather are for

days together impasstib e, Molong Plains appeared
betoie us, also a cattle station, protected bv a mill

tary picquet. At the distance of a milo from Mo-

long is Copper Hill, where some fine specimens of

that mineral have been foirnd. Ihe road to Boorai

blanches off at this place, and Mount Lachlnn , or,

as (he three lofty peaks are more familiarly ca led,

the Canobolas, elevate their summits almost to the

clouds. Our course now lav through a line eli am

paign country, agreeably diversified with gentle un-

dulations of hill and dale. A pretty sheet of water,

called Larry's Lake, intersects the road, crossing

which, brought us to the 1 bree Rivers, where we

ba'ted the second night. 1 he river at this place
takes a serpentine course, which compels you to

ford it three times in one mile, whence its appella
tion originates. ISoorai, or the I «n Mile Uiver, is

at present the only stock establishment maintained,
and tin» will be discontinued at an e

irly period 1 he

wliolo range of country in this direction does not

nftord such another viluablespot ns Noorni, po se s

ing advantages over even the Happy Valley, au

abundance of serv ceable timber, which Wellington
is destitute of. 1 he Go\ eminent buildings were

supplied during their progress of erection I rum this

phice
and Burrandong, nt a distance of sixteen

miles Hie woo I produced in the neighbourhood of

tho Valley being quite unfit for mechanical pur-

poses
A mile from the entrance of Wellington is the

mouth of the subterranean vaults, generally visited

hy nil strangers w ho travel that road, and where the

organic remains tnnsmitted to Proiessor Jamison at

Ldinburgh, hy Col Lindesay and other gentlemen,
were originally found Hie entrance of this cavern

is almost hidden by a multitude of rocky fragments
scattered round the spot, but having f< und it, you

descend a few yards in a horizontal direction till

you arrive at a kind of lobby, from which two pas-

sages, that afterwards meet, lead you to a great

vaulted (bamber, capable of holding four or five

hundred people I he explorer strains his eyes in

vim to discern, by the light of the torches with

«Indi be ib provided, the lofty roof of the apart-
ment

,
but the gloom is impenetrable, and melan-

choly silence reigns around, uninterrupted by aught
save the flitting to and fro ot its only occupiut, the

solitary bat, while the ¡Jure of the light, reflected on

the countenances of the intruders, calls to mind the

di} s of romance and tales of the haunts of banditti

On the far side of the vault s inds s huge mass of

petufaction, throwing up innumerable spires and

min
irets, bearing the appearance of a Gothic alt ir,

or the front of a large cathedral organ a circular

flight of steps leads to its base, round which area

number of small cisterns or fonts. A steep and

rugged descent leads to another apartment of less

m ignitude, and from thence a long winding passage

terminates in a reservoir of pure water, icy cold, but

exceedingly grateful and refreshing to the palate
1 he height of these passages vary from 20 to 40

feet,
and have natural ornaments of pillars and co-

lumns, apparently formed bv petufaction power. J he

extent of the cavern is about foui hundred feet, and,

although several apertures appe ir in the sides of the

passages not a glimmer of light is discernible. Vi-

sitors provide themselves with totches, made of

oakum, tar, and grease, the ii ime from which des

troys the damp and unhealthy exhalations which

assail (he sense on entering, Ihe excessive rug

gedness
of the ground futi0ued us greatly,

but we

were amply repaid hy
the --ombre giandeur of the

scene Departing from this
extraordinary place,

we traversed on, til at length
"

J he »alley
lay smiling before us," but not in the luxury
ind beauty which, while it was the sent of

industry, once characterised it. I canned do better

than quote
Mr

Oxley's words, when, first entering
through the romantic glen which he named Glenfin-

las, or more properly the glen of many windings
"

Imagination cannot fancy any thing more beauti-

fully picturesque than the scene which burst upon

us. J he breadth ot the valley to the base of the

opposite gently-rising lulls, was between three'iind

fourmiles, studded «nth fine trees uponasoii winch,

jornchnttt, can notüiere be excelled. 'Ihe westward

rocky-range
wa» covered to the summit with oy

presses
and acacia in full bloom In the centie of

this channing valley ja« a strong and beautiful

stream, its bright transparent waters dashing over

a gravelly bottom intermingled with large stones,

forming, at short intervals, considerable pools, in

whrcli the rays
of the sun were reflected with n

brilliancy equal to that of the most poluhed mirror."

In this
sequestered spoV a settlement was first

formed, nearly ten \eais ago,
under the command

of Percy Simpson, L&q., whose specific contract

with the Government appears not to have been

clearly defined, as the ela mant's demands were no1

liquidated for a length
of time

(if ever) uftet his

secession from the command Lieutenants Brown,
¡inJ Christie, and Messrs. Maxwell, and James

Kinghorne, had successively the charge of the es-

tablishment until the beginning of the present year
when it was abandoned, with the

exception of half

adozen stockmen and soldiers, who remained to
pro-

tect the building frim tho miscl ie\ons spoliation of

the natives ,
but the weather has gone far with th<s

work of destruction
" 1 he vale is now a|l desol ite ind b-ire,

tIt8 dwellings down, its tenants past an ay
"

The substantial fences of mi'es in extent, the fer-

tile paddocks teeming with wheat an I maize, of o

quality and size unknown elsewhere
,

the fine plan

tutions of tobacco , the white brick huts, where all

waa neatness and-comfort, and the rustic cottage at

the head of the valley, built on a gentle eminence,

for jib» residence of the chief of the place« are, o'

shortly will be, for the most part numbered among
the jtkingB that were,i*nd are not.

At tiie upper end of the vale is tre confluence of
the Bell and Maoquana Rivers. 1 he lattery at this

Be

elige oí hs'cduMé.Vaisumed a clihracter, ¡bf/irn^
portnncii ; in dry. seasons its breadth Is two hundred,'

and. where flooded from five to eight hundred feet.

Fish, particularly pod of the larger species, some-

times weighing forty pounds, abound in both rivers,
and wild duck are also plentiful. Sir John Wylde
has a fine grazing establishment at Gobawling; (ourmiles from the settlement, and the Messrs^ Palmers,
W. J.Browne, Suttors,

and J. J. Moore, havova
rious stations at still greater distances. It would
occupy

too much of the reader's time, mid trespass
too greatly on his

patience, to enter into a minuto

detail of the various minor peculiarities of this

"secpnd Vale of Tempe" (so
Mr. Oxley used to

call
it), having already snid sufficient to give thoso

whose wanderings have not led them in this direc-
tion a genernl idea of the direot line of count'y
between Bathurst and Wellington ;

but I
may add,

as a matter of information, that Mr. Rogers, an

experienced officer in the Colonial Surveying Ser-

vice, has recently traversed the Macquarie through
all its sinuosities between the two stntions, and is

now actively employed in laying
down charts of thq

intermediate country, which, in nil probability, will
be open for location so soon as the Ciown herds are

totally withdrawn from thence, and of the
general

character of which the encomium already passed
on it is sufficiently oxpressive-" It is, in'point of

fact, a country of
running waters-ni every hill a

spring, and in evory valley a rivulet." The black
tribes describe a Hat clear country sixty miles west-
ward of Wellington, to which they

have
given the

name of "

Bogin." A Government officer accom-

panied a party of natives thither on one occasion,
and 'his representation was very favourable of the

plains, as well as of the country between-the road

passable, one
range of mountains only interrupting.

A stream of water ran through the centre of the

flat, with fertile lnnd on either side. Tho lati-

tude of
Wellington places it parallel wnli Port

Stephens. Jn the summer season the heat is

dreadfully oppressive, the thermometer not un

frequently ranging 112 to 118 in the shade. This

temperature is peculiarly well adopted for
thogrowth

of tropical productions.' In no part of the colony has

tho tobacco plant flourished so luxuriantly. Some

samples of sugar-cano were thriving n'so. Fiuits

genernlly were finely flavoured. The maize cob at-

tained tho unusual height of fourieen inches, and
the wheat crops produced from 30 to 40 bushels por
acre. The first year's growth of wheat supplied tho

wants of the settlement for three years ; and, be-
sides having two or more crops consumed by lire,

furnished Bathurst mid tho settlers thereon with

many hundred bushels, by purchase and loan, during
the scarcity of 1828.

When Mr. Maxwell took charge of Wellington
Valley in 1827, the camp was little hotter than tho

huts of a road party. After the arrival of that gen-
tleman labour was not spared to improvo the place,
and before his departure, in 1829, no settlement in

New South Wales possessed so complete an agri-
cultural establishment, whether as regarded the
skill with which the farming opera'ions were carried

on, or the comfort, regularity, an I cleanliness of the

arrangements for the accommodation of the prisoners
demioiled there.

Having said thus much of tho " Happy Valley"
and its adjacency, I miist beg the gentle reader to

retrace with me his steps towards the capital of the

West country ; or, if he think proper to make n short

stay and recruit his strength ; the next week will
find us again in company, on a visit to tho upper
districts of Argyle, from whence we may, for va-

riety's sake, taken
hasty glnnceof Goulburn Plains,

Sutton Forest, Bong Bong, and Bargo and bid each

other a kind farewell at Campbell Town, or Bunbury
Curran: hi«

jBiK/iiirít, 21st December, 1831.

S-gïnug Quarter Seööiona» the
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 17. Ma

Before W. Fos-rr.n. Esq. CChikmii), and J. E. nie

Manning, Em/., J. P.

A Court of General and Quarter Ses-
sions of the Pe.ice was held, this day, by adjourn-
ment, at iho Cotitt-house, King-stieet, pursuant to

public announcement. The learned Chairman took
his seat shortly afler tO.o'clnok, a. m., when a Jury
were empanelled ; but, owing to the difficulty of

procuring the attendance of a second Magistrate,
the business of the Court did not commence till

nearly noon, when Mr. Manning having taken his

seat upon the Bench,
¡samuel Stone was placed at the bar, and indicted

for stealing one plousrh-share, the property of Our

Sovereign Lord the King, at Sydney, on the 6th of

December la<-t.

The Jury found the
prisoner guilty. Remanded.

George Wright was indicted for stealing a pair of

hames, the goods of 'I bornas Stnele, at Sydney.
From the evidence of Sutland, a conductcr in the

police, it
appeared that, about 3 o'clock cn the day

laid in the information, ho met tho, prisoner, in

George-street., oarry.ng
a pair of barnes, mid was

induced to question him as to the manner in which

he became possessed of them. Receiving- contra-

dictory accounts, he was induced to take the pri-
soner into custody, when, upon further enquiiy, the

property was identified by the prosecutor as baring
been sto'eu from his premises a few days before.

Mr. Thomas Steele, a miller, residing in Darling
Fl.11 bonr, identified the pair of liamos produced by
the hut witness to be his property ;

witness had

seen' them last on Chnsimas eye, which was-o ii

Saturday, and the prisoner'was apprehended on the

following Tuesday; has* known the prisoner, by
sight, for several years ;

he has frequently been on

witness's premises.
The Jury found a verdiot of guilty. Remanded.

James Kelly was indicted for stealing a shirt, the

property of James Roberts. Guilty.
Tlie same person was again indicted for steiling a

lonf and an odd boot, the goods of ---. Wilkins.

Guilty. Remandod.
Peter Miller was indicted for stealing one pint of

rum, the property of John Morris. Not guilty.
Patt ¡ck Conway was indicted for stealing one

shut, tho property of Isaac Cordoz-i.
The evidence in this ciso, on account of the ab-

sence of the principal witness failing to establish the

charge, the prisoner was acquitted.
The Court then ndjourned.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY l8.

Before W, Fostei» Esq. (Chairman), and J. Lamb,
rs<¡., j. p.

Denis Cummings was indicted,for stealing, on the

14th of November last, one pair of boots, the pro-

perty of Mr. Thomas Spicer, of George-street.

Mr. Joshua Holt, who resides near Mr. Spicer's

shop, deposed to seeing the
prisoner

steal the hoofs

from among several other pair, and take them into the

public-house adjoining,
where he offered them for

sale.
'

He gave information of what he had observed
to Mr. Spicer, and the prisoner was taken into

custody.
This testimony was corrobora'ed by Mr. Spioer

and a constable
;

the former of whom identified the

boots as his property. Guilty. Remanded.
' Luke Agnew stood obarged with stealing

end car-

rying away, on the 1st of November last, ona tea-

pot, of the value of 2s., and one plata, of the value of

6d., the property of Thomas
Spicer.

The only evidence adduced ngainst
the prisoner,

was that of one of Mr. Spjcer's seivants, who had

merely seen him remove the tea-pot from the table,

and place it underneath, but not take it away. Un-
der these ciroumstnnces, the Crown Officer consented

to ihe prisoner's discharge.-Discharged accordingly.
Jihn Saul, an aged bald-beaded man, was indicted

for stealing two cotton shirts, of the value of 10s.

the property of James Macauley, of Sydney, on the

20th November last.

John Brown; a constable, deposad, that on the day
laid m (he indictment, the prisoner went past the

walch house willi the two shir Is under his arm, and

suspecting that he did not-come honestly hy them,
followed, and took lum into custody. He made en-

quiñes in the neighborhood for an owner, and

ascertained that they had been stolen from Mr. Ma-

cauley,
a publican, in Clarence-street.

1'

Mr. M. identified the shirts as two out of eight
that had been stolen from Ins house; they were

marked with the initials J. M. C.
The jury found the prisoner guilty; and the

Court ordered him to be remanded.
Biid° et N'Mahon, and ffu^hilacavny, stood,in-

dicted, the former for feloniously stealing, on the"

i7th' of December last, one' book'of the value of 7s.

the property
of

Sydney Stephen Esq., and the lather

bul

ice,

i

°

uag

e ofi

this

r i 1

forftiohiousiy' rícáiviñg Ihe Variier Well knowing it* I ooglf
tobe stolen.

From the evidence atlducod for the prosecution,
it appeared that the book which is tho second volume
of "

Russel on Crinia and Misdemi>ano]iis" wbb'

missing from Mr. Stephen's Offico, nobody knew

bow, and on the day laid in the indictment, the

mnle prisoner took it into Mr. Hawthorn's public
house, in Cumberland-street, where ho 'offered it for
sale for half a-pint of rum, and as much monoy as

he could get. Believing it to he stolen, he very
properly detained it, and gave information to the

police, who took bim into custody. Tho prisonor
told tho constable that he had gotten it from the
female M'Mahon, to sell for her.

The woman enid nothing in her 'defence ; but
Mncavoy put in n written statement, in which ho

averred that ho hnd
possessed somo knowledge of

tho other prisoner, who came to his house on tho day
in question, and nsked bim to sell the book, which
she brought: with her, for some money, and half a

pint of rum
;

and being himself somewhat intoxi-
cated nt tim time, he complied with her request,

being unable to lead what it was, and not const'dei
ing she got it dishonestly. This statement was

fully corroborated by three witnesses ; and several

respectable housekeepers, some of whom had known
bim for 29 years, gave bim on unexceptionable dia-

meter for honesty ;
but stated that bowns unfortu-

nately addicted to excessive drinking, which has re-

duced him from n state of comparativo affluence.

The Jury, after somo deliberation, returned a

verdict of
gudty against both piisoners, strongly

recommending Mncavoy to tho mercy
of the Court

on account of his good character.

Henry Ifulpen, stood charged with stealing two

hats, of the value of twenty shillings, the
property

of Reuben Uther, on the 19th of December last.

Orr, the police-officer, deposed to meeting the

prisoner nt 9 o'clock at night, with the two huts in

his possession ;
and having received information

that Mr. Spicer had been robbed of some bats, of
,u

similar
description, demanded how ho cameby them ;

to which he replied, that he had purchased them of

n man in tho street, for four shillings each; hut'

this statement not being satisfactory, he detained I

pa)|
bim in custody. >

I

9I1C|

Mr. Uther sfn'ed, that on the evening preceding I t|,e

his window was robbed of two hats, and that ono of í
£"¡|

thoso now produced had been.in his possession, but

the other he could not sweor to, neither could he toko

upon himself to say that either of them were the

hats stolen on that occasion.-Guilty. Remanded.
William Carey, an old man, was indicted for felo-

niously stealing on tho 29th of October last,, one

blanket, of tho value of 10s.
;

two blankets, of the

value of 4i.; one frock, of the value of Is. ; the pro-

perty of Mr. Thomas Stieet, from one Patrick Lani-

gan, his assigned sorvant.

Corcoran, the constable, meoting the prisonor in

the street, with n bundle, and knowing his bad cha-

racter, took bim into custody, and Lanigan identified
the goods as his.-G nilly. Remanded.

Samuel Aitchchoii stood indicted for embezzling
the sum of three shillings and tlireo-pence, the pro-

perty of his master, Mr. Thomas Rellett, boker, on

the 12 th December last.

The prisoner pleaded guilty, but begged to call

on his master for a character.

Mr. R. stated that the lad washis apprentice, and

during the twenty months he lind been with him, ns

an apprentice, his conduct had been uniformly
honest till the time in question ;

nnd as he had rea-

son to believe that he had been led into the com-

mission of this offence by some designing persons,

on which account, if the Court thought him a meet

subject for lenity, he would again receive him into

his charge. The Court then ordered him to be re-

manded.

EdtvardFoley was indicted for stealing, on the27th
December last, one pair of shoes, of the value of 4rf,

the property of William Longman. A constable de-

tected the prisoner, who had just taken the shoes
from Longman, while the latter lay intoxicated in

Mm Let-street, on which ho dropped them, and de-

nied any knowledge of them.

The prosecutor was now either unablo or unwil-

ling to relate nnydistinot recollection of the matter ;

but the jury found the prisoner guilty. \ Remanded.
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A distressing case. -A poor man, a

shoemaker by trade, made his appearance
before the

Bench on Saturday, and begged permission to return

his ticket of leave, and to be turned into Govern-
ment employ.

" Grief sat heavy at his heart," and

his woe-worn countenance interested the Magis-
trates, and ail who saw bim. They accordingly
desired to be told his reasons for preferring so un-

usual a request; to which he replied, that his wife

has behaved to him so very bad for some
jroars,

that

oven the rigours of a penal settlement wore indul-

gences, if they relieved bim from the torment she

inflicts. The chief constable, and several others of

the principal police officers, assured their Worships
that the poor fellow's statement was but too true

;

he has been in'the country fifteen years, the last

seven of which he has held his ticket, and was never

sinoe his arrival before n Magistiate
for the slightest

offence. He is (Mr. .lilka said) a most sober, indus-
trious, and honest man, but this demon of a woman

not only makes oil' with every thing he places in the

house to satiate her horrid propensity for rum

drinking, but also actually cuts the leutlier he brings

home to work into shoes, into shreds, for mere spite

and'malevolence. 'She has'been several times sent

to the factory for other misdemeanors, but all seems

to have no effect on her callous, depraved spirit. She
was immediately sent for by Captain Rossi, and the

constable returned in a short time, bringing the
"

she devil" in her usual state of drunkenness. To

proceed further in the matter, however, was impos-
sible, for on being placed at the bar, she discharged
from her crater of a mouth such a volley of ob-

scenity and disgusting abuse at the Bench, that
after waiting patiently for some fifteen or

twenty
minutes, in the vain hope that fatigue would ñt

length compel her to
stop, thev wore under the

necessity of ordering her to be taken to a cell till

Monday, to cool bernrdour n bit. This, too, was no

easy task, and it required the united force of abuut

a dozen constables to
carry the order into execution.

She was again brought before the Bench on Mon-

day, the facts of her behaviour sworn to, and the

records of the o'.fico
searched, from which it was

ascertained that her ladyship has been in tho habit,
from the year 1826 to the present time, of paving on

the avoiage three visits, per annum to the Factory.
By.woy of keeping up the good old system, tho

Magistrates then sentenced her to another three

mouths'spell in the same abode, "for being an in-

corrigible drunkard, and the-greatest pest that ever

a husband was plagued with."
Rogei s versus Surface, Keenan, Palmer, Hawkins,

Hughes, Cassidy, and Simpson.-The plaintiff"
in this

case is the wife of a publican ; two of the defendants
call themselves men, and the rest are said to belong
to the feminine gender, although their masculine
exploits render it somewhat questionable. The
"

green-eyed monster" now and then visits the

Rocks as well as other parts of the town, and lost

week beheld him
actively sowing the seeds of matri-

monial discord among "the li our i in that distin-

guished quarter. 'Hie plaintiff chuncad to full

within the sphere of his operations, and upon daring
to give expression to the smart of her grievances,
the ' whole of the mobility above

, mentioned,
rushed en masse on their victim, the women

clawing, scratching, tearing, and biting, and

their male coadjutors pummelling and kicking her

with astonishing assiduity, ^'o such a brutal

10s. 1 extent did they carry their violence, that had not

the some other persons interfered, and procured the as-

sistance of the constables, she would in all
probahi

day lily never have escaped to,relate the tale. Several

the witnesses proved these facts, and the defendants
and wore all ordered to^nd

'bail-tho Magistrates ex

em, pressing their abhorrence of the whole set, and

en- their especial disgust at the unmanly conduct of the

mid two men.

Ma- Two assigned prisoners, the one belonging to Mr.
White," the "

Jlioiin-i/iiiminaier," and the other to

ight Mr.'Fagan, the brewer, were brought up under the

vere following circumstances '.--Johnson living so closely
under the influence of' his master's planet, had, as

the might be expected,'caught fire from its scorching
rays, and determined on a star-gazing expedition.

lia-- The other man, Wiight, under the equully po'tent

i thev effects of his master's mimuiactury,
resolved to be

)f7s. of the party, so off
they went; the man of light

atter I ever-and anon' giving expression to his sublime,

ti)

ti

i t: ,U i

Mr.ilntloni 0'nUl^'eÍt.ríiV ntp'lnW'abavsllni.'ññil
the man of beer hre*kto^our.iuW similar rhapsodies
on the merits of1 malt and hops, Ero» tins happy
employment, however, daylight uncharitably (Its
turbod them, and on returning home, their employ-
ers were still so additionally unchantablo as to

consign them to durance vile. Johnson, being an

incorrigible, was ordered to be disciplined on tho

mill for fourteen dava, mid thon sent to a distance
from Sydney ; and Wright, in consequence of bear-

ing a good general character, discharged with an

admonition.
An assigned servant to the Rev. J. V,. Keane, of

Bathurst, who hld been lound by the constables
stowed away in the Stirling Cnsl'e, w»s ordered to
ho forwardod to the Bench of Magistrates nt Ba-

thurst, by them to be doalt with uccording to his
merits.

Cautiov to Fiiuit Sttai rns."-Two lads, the

one a prisoner, named Willinm G reen, aged nineteen;
nnd the other a native, njimed John Harper, several

years younger, wore placed nt the bar charged by
the Rev. Mr. Cowpor's servant with robbing his

master's garden of a

quantity of
fruit, which he va-

lued at eighteen punce. The ft tilt was exhibited in

a basket, and consisted of a great quantity of fine

apples and peaches. The Bench then ordered the

two boys to be placed and tried separately, and
when the deposition of the servant had been taken

against Harper, who seemed greatly confused and

ashamed of his situation, ourefully explained to bim
the penal conscquencos to which the law rendered

him liable, for such thieving practices, together

with their evil tendency in leading bim to tho com-

mission of heavier offences
; and as it appeared

very evident that he had been seduced into the

present scrape by tho elder boy, morely sentenced
bim, under Peel's Act, to pay the valne of the fruit
to the owner,

and a fino of five shillings to the

'Kintr; which bein;; immediately handed over by
¡his friends, he was discharged. This act authorises

,a Magistrate to inflict a fino of £5 for the first of-

fence
;

to imprison the offender for one month, nnd
that he shall bo flogged once or twice, either pri

: vately or publicly; another repetition making the
'

paity guilty of felony, and liable to bo dealt with as
1 such. The samo deposition was then taken against

j the other boy. William Green, mid as be had been
'

guilty of leading Harper into tim commission of

I crime, he was ordered to receive fif y lashes.

THE REGALIA OF ENG LA ND

The regalia, at presen!, consists of
five crowns, fivo sceptres, four swords, two

very
ugly and inconvonient rings, one golden globe or

orb, one pair of golden spurs, and a golden spoon
and chalice.

Next to the principal crown, that of St. Edward,
with which the monarch is invested at the coronation
in Westminster Abbey, is what is called the Crown

of State
;

it is so teimed because the sovereign
wears it on state occasions, such as going to the

House of Peers, &c. This crown is magnificent,
and it has several peculiarities distinguishing it

from the others. The mound, instead of being of

gold, is one solid beryl stone, of a sea-green colour,
and called nqna-manna. There are few instances of

so large or pure a specimen of beryl, or aqua-marina,
upon record. But another distinguishing -mark of

this crown of state ¡3 n peculiarly large ruby, set in

one of the crosses (worn immediately over the foie

head) ; and it has also several immensely large and
valuable rose and table diamonds, and some pecu-
liarly fine large peatls. Those who have stood near

the sovereign in the House of Lords, have often had
occasion to admire tho dazzling splendour' of this

immense ruby, which cost even, in days of yore(
the sum often thousand pounds.

Of the five crowns, the Queen m-vy bo said to have

three appropriated to borself Tho first is termed

the circlet, and is a purple velvet cap, perfectly flat

at to,), whilst at the bottom I h ero is an immensely
broad and deep gold circular frame resting on ermine,
whilst the top of the frame is terminated bv a ria?
of very precious pearls. Between these beautiful

pearlà and the rim of ermine (powdered in two rows)
the golden frame is thiel»!y set with rosettes, circlets,
and crosslets of diamonds. In the centre of «his

frame, and coming immediately over the forehead,

is a rosette of nine immense diamonds, whilst one

prodigious diamond stands" singly over tins,-and
forms a most magnificent object. This circlet was

last worn by Quean Charlotte, m her way to the

AbbeTj at the coronation of 1761.

The crown which the Queen wears at the corona-

tion, differs very little from the Crown of State.

worn by his Majesty, except that it is smaller, and

the jewels are not so numerous nor so large, '[he

mound is of gold, instead of aqim-mai ina.

The crown in which the Queen returns from the

Abbey to Westminster ball is made to eclipse ajl

others. It is immensely large pearls and diamonds,
and other invaluable jewels, that not a paiticleof
of the gold can be seen. The mound and nrches are

an entire mass of pearls. The value of these
jewels

is "£111,900, and though they are so numerous and

largo, tho whole crowo weighs onlv 19 ozs. 10 dwts.
When his Majesty George IV. was crowned in

1821, he bad made for the occasion a crown exceed-

ing all the former in splendour. It was about 15

inches in elevation. Tho arches, instead of sinking
in the centre, for a resting place, or bed for the

mound, rose almost to a point. They were edged
and studded with large

ami choice brilliants ;
and

the centro point, or junction, supported a globe of

six inches circumference, that seemed one solid dia-

mond, the brilliancy pi eventing any person per-

ceiving whei a each dia-iond was set. Ihe cross

was a Malt se cross of curious workmanship-on
the top and and sides of which were placed three

verv large ponrls. In the front of the crown was a

sapphire, two inches long, by one broad. Opposite
to this, in the back of tlie crown, is the celebrate 1

rul?y, worn by Edward the Black Prince, at the bat-

tle of Poictiois, and by Henry V., at the field of Agin-
court. This sapphire and ruby are, each, inserted in

a Maltese cross of brilliants, while all the other parts
of the cown aro ornamented with diamond flowers.
The principal rim of pear's lies almost on the er-

mine, whilst the top rim of the great circle, or belt,

is composed of sapphires, emeralds,-ami rubies of

grent magnitude. This superb diadem,seemed one

blazing mass of brilliants, and the scintillations of

some of the precious stones, even at the furthest

extremity of the nisles, were truly astonishing.
The velvet of this new crown was,crimson, whilst

that of all preceding crowns has been purple.

This diadem had certainly some great advantages
over the preceding: one of them-was, that the

rising of the arches in the centre, made the wearer

look more tall, and the diadem itself of more con-

siderable magnitude.
But this Crown forms no part of the Regalia of

England. It is understood to have been made merely
for the occasion of the last Coronation, at a contract

price of ^ÜO.000. The jewellers,
Messrs. Rundell

and Bridge, procurad upon loan and otherwise,

wherever thev could find them, jewe's
of the largest

sjze, and of the greatest value. After the ceremony,

the crown was broken up, and the jewels returned.

-Court Journal.
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Private" letters from Vienna state tTiat

very great distress'prevn'ls in that capital, owing to
the chotara morbus approaching. The town has

been divided into several districts by the police.
It is calculated that 16,600 weavers are out of em-

ploy ;
the government have set a great number of

them to work at the fortifications, particularly at

Lintz, which is going to be formed into un immense
encampment. There is also a great scarcity ot

money. It is also said, that the Court and all the

nobility have left the capital ; Rothschild the

banker, and all the principal merchants, have shut

up their establishments nod left the place. The

cholera morbus has appeared about l8 English miles

from Vienna: at Berlin there ¡3 also much alarm
Mr. I

ti'0 cb ole i o has appeared about 30 miles from the

r to j
latter. '

Part of the mast of the Victory', the
ship in which the braye and immortal Nelson ter-

minated his career of glory, has within these few
days been placed in' the main' guard 'chamber of

Windsor Castle, where it stands surmounted with

the bust of the hero of Trafalgar.'The bust'is'a'fine

pne of bronze, which has been
lately brought from']

Busby, and the mast-stands'seven feet'highland
îôorves as a nedestal. ?""- '¿n '?'..?
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i fUè îusl report of
the; Irish tlisiíess

jiomriijtfeebñs just been "published, from which it

appears that upwards of ¿90,0 )0 persons hove (been
rescued fiom fumino bv the promut benevolence of
this country. We iind by ,11)0 balance sheet con-

tained in the appendix, that the sum subscribed
amounted to .£00,000 19s. Id. of which only ¿5Q
remain in hand lo meettwntingencies.

The Dükü op 'Devonshire's Frte.
-Onthe27ih Augiiftt.theDuke of Devonshire gaven
public breakfast to their Majesties, and a great por-
tion of the Tiobility and gentry now in London. The
ex'ensive and beautiful grounds of his Grnoe. at
Chiswick were laid out lu the most splendid style,
and tho scene was enlivened by the band of the
Coldstream guards and other

'

nmtisemefits,
'

The
whole concluded with a grand display of fireworks.

Preparations had been milking on an extensive scale
for some dnys past ; upwards of 10 tons of plate,
china and glass, to the extent of «overol waggon
loads, were carried down in the course of thn week.

The total quantity of silk gauze ribbon
imported into the United Kingdom for home con-

sumption, from Jnly 5, 1826, to July 5, lb31, was

12G,2i>7 lbs. 6\ ozs., the duty oil which amounted
to ,£100,934 Os. 3d.

'I he declared vultto of nil British mnniifacfmes
exported to Portugal during the hist fhreo ye.trt
was-To Portugal in 1028, ,£915.010 ; 1829,
,¡£1,195,40 J; 1830, "£106 695. io Madeira, the

Azores, and Cape Verde Islands, in 1828,
"£73 598 ; 18ï>9, .£71.768; 1830, "£63 781. Total
in 1028, ¿"1,018,614; 1829, 1,1/67,171; 1030,
1,170,479.
The declared value of all British manufactures ex-

ported to France, was, in 1828, "£490,938 ; 1829,

"£491,388 ; 1030, ¿'475,884.

©vtfitnal GTorreöponiietue*

TREATMENT OF CONVICTS.

No. III.

"

proud man !

Di est in a little In ief authority." ,

¡MlAKSPFAnF.

To the Editor of the Sydney Gazelle.
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Whntevermny be the faults, real or imaginary, of
General Darling's administration, it'deserves high
credit for the restrictions imposed upon local magis-
trates, so far as relates to prisoners ; while he added
to the security of the prisonor ntrninst those inordi-

nately severo sentences, which on former occasions

consigned a man for a trifling offence, or a half

proven charge, to a penal settlement for the remain*

der of his sentence or life, he still left them armed
with delegated powers to exerciso their

summary
jurisdicton, sons to punish crime within their re-

spective districts. He regulated allowances to pri-
soners, und although, fiom natural causes, over

which General Darling bud no oontroul, he was com-

pelled to reduce the rations, still the convict had not

to deplore any irregularity in its issue, or in the
issue of

any other portion of his
stipulated allow-

ances, if the subject reached the ear of the Govern-
ment.

But the magisterial office
occasionally suffered in

the íespect it was entitled to, from the appointment
of

military officers just arrived in the colony to the
important offices of resident and

police magistrates.
The prejudices I have shewn tobe natuial to emi-

grants, operate with double force upon the strict

deportment of a military man, who, from his charac-
ter, regards the slightest laches in the conduct of n

piisoner, with extreme ropugnance. Ho, in fact,
exercises an extensive

patronage, or rather command,
in virtue of his office, over a community with whose
habits ho is frequently not sufficiently conversant.
This subject, therefore, lins given rise to much de-

traction ;
but I can see no just catiBe, in the present

condition of the colony, for excluding military offi-

cers fipm such appointments, when their experience
of the poo,ile justifies a reasonable

expectation that
their dunes will be discharged to the public satis-
faction.

Before these Courts convicts are brought on such
clmrf¡ea as mtvj- bo prefuuml u->uint>t thura-the case
is investigated, and I must add from my experience,the decision too often evinces a leaning to the com-

plainant, and an almost total indifference to the. appen!
of t'io prisoner, whose case is frequently the best.

Those who have resided iii the vicinity of these

Coutts, can best appreciate the correctness of this

observation ;
but I do not from thence wish it to be

inferred that injustice is wilfully practised. The
convict too often resorts to tricks, in order to defeat,
or moderate' chastisement, and the

magistrates are

often occupied in hearing and penetrating charges of
this description, which in the end appear groundless
and malignant. Instances have occurred of severity
tp prisoners from this cause alone, which ought to

have called forth reproach upon the master. If any

thing can be said upon the subject of local Courts
(and much might be advanced both for and against
even their present coiistitutioa), they are not always
so attentive to inducements tr, offend, as might be
desire J. They have each.a bona fide interest in

striking terror by example, and of curbing their ser-

vants by excessive punishments, not at all propor-
tioned to the nature of'the charges.

It would therefore appear, in my opinion, a prefer-
able course, to place disinterested men in the exer-

cise of the magisterial functions, who will not permit

prejudice to interfere in the remotest degree with the

discharge of their public duty. Such officers, hy the

popularity of their rule, and the independence of

ibeir station, would prevent those frivolous charges
which we see fiequently magnified into crimes qf an

alarming character, ana punished as such..
If a system were, or could be introduced, rendering

magistrates dependent for their continuance in of-
fice upon the suffrages of the whole or part of the
free community of the district in which they reside,

subject in every case to the approval of the Gover-
nor, a purer spirit of independence would be evinced,
and iustice more substantially administered. It is

a nutter of little importance to what grade in so-

ciety the candidate belongs, whether soldier, sailor,

or civilian, if his continuance in office is held sub-

ject to the annual approval of the ruler and
people.

Magistrates, chosen from the community, by thomere
honorary distinction which the station confers, would,
of course, continue as the aruardians of the peace, as

much for their own protection as for the maintenance
of social order in tho state; but it should be the pure

province of the paid and chosen magistrate, to decide
onall cases betn eenmasternnd servant, and lo commit

to the higher Courts of the colony when the case ex-

ceeds the limits of hiscontroul. I could name instances

whoro magistrates have joined issue on the bench

against their own servant, arraigned at the bar,

thus officiating in the grossly inconsistent capacities

of accuser and judge ! Such an assumption of autho-

rity is unlawful, and most unjust, nnd, if persisted
in, ought to disqualify the innovator from continuing
as one of the protectorsofj ustice.

Not many years ago, magistrates,' &'c, would ride

into a field with a soourger in attendance, and, with-
out the shadow of a trial, tie aman up, on an over-

seer's complaint, to a tree, and flog him. If a man

bellowed lustily, he was (by one gentleman) slightly

punished. If he did not he was called a "brick

maker," that
gang

of prisoners having formed a le
"

I solution to punish any of their number who 'could
10

j

not stand flogging
"

like m»n!" Other gross acts

could be adduced, were they necessary, but for the

sake of mere amusement I may .mention a few:^

Many inhabitants will remember the famous act of

Governor Jiligh, or King-I believe the former;'n
man (the servant of an'Officer) made somo dernur

at the
quantity

of milk he received in the-liëaring'oT
His Excellency-" Stop, my man," 'said he, with tí

smile,
" and leave tlrs note at the jail in passing."

The note ran-" Give the bearer u' d-d sound flog-

ging."
Jack Ketch took the hint, tied up the uni

conscious offender, and scourged him soundly.
Others,

'

still living among us, have actually slept on

the bench during a trail, when their' brother J. P.'s

awakened them with-" What do you say
Mr.

--,

Shall we gfve hm 100 lashes V
"

Oh," replies the

easy judge, rubbing bia eyes, arid yawning, "with

¡ill ray heart!"-
'

."'.''".,
j

These are- a few of the things that were, hut here
will follow one, by"way of sample,' of1 the things'that'

i'tb I occasionally are1:-If, a prisoner' makes a mistake

V

he

lie

er

'e'w

, ._i personsbrought^p Couri for

/¡a joint offence-one was freeand tiw'other boiid'; the

Vree mon Wits dÎBOI.àr'fféd because,lie vrWfr^«, ftri(3Ti7s
companion was sont to the tread-mill because he
was n prisoner, ns if what was wrong in one, was

perfectly corruct in the other,
t Will it bo believednn Christian

socioty, that tho
passions of men, from the predominance of porsonal
considerations, or an iiticontronlled temper, are often,'
roused,to the commission of such,aots of cruelty, as
pouliTlonly meet a prototype in the

blood-stui'ned
ëi as of religious frenzy Î Absconding from employ-,'nient (no dreadful crime), without even an alleged
chnrge of ihoft or violence against the culprit, in the

plenitude of magisterial power, has subjected a poor i

wretoh to corporeal punishment at three 'distinct
periods, which is, 1 hear, nlwnys inflicted. Tho

'

festering wounds of tho first scourging are
scarcely

recovering, when they are torn open by a second
and a third-and tho I lol

pi ess victim bas thon been
often sent/as the vilest felon, to a penal settlement.
1 hä douree of punishment in such cases ought to bo

propoitione&tóthenatureoftiiecrime.
Thiscertainlyexeeeds'it. Is such

severity as. this calculated to
reform a

prisoner-to lestoio bim lo a sense of his
original offence nnd his prosent condition! In"
short, can it excite any other passion than
rage .or despair? No! such a punishment ad-,
ministered at once, and not repealed, with.apparent
savage ingenuily,

would have tho samo, nay, a hotter
effect. Extremes mo pregnant with mischief; they

'

often foil what they aro intended to correct: but
this is a point which ought to he more fully dis-
cussed than the naturo and limits of my present
subject will permit.

A master has the
option of

retaining or roftimingthe convict to the service of government, if his con-

duct is incorrect. If this is established, ho is sent^
to work upon the roads, for a specific period (with- '

out ohains\ when tho complaint Involves no serious

charge. Jn tho hitter caso, a'prisoner is liable to a .

sentence not exceeding, I-beliove, tbiee yeais to u^

penal settlement, or chum-gang. He is also liable
to be committed to*the Supreme Couit of tho colony!when the crime is of so grave a chnrncteras to render !

such an alternative desirable. The
road-gang, with- -

out irons, punishes by severe labour, and
corrects^that desiro to chango situations whioh might,'

otherwise, too
prominently shew itself. The chain- »

gangs and punal establishments are places whern tho

prisoner becomes deprived of
every indulgence. At',

pie latter, be 'has to contend with labour and piiva
lions whitb, for tho period, renders his o-cistencoîn.

misery. Here the disciplino quells the most unruly .

s¡ int. It would,- in fact, bo incredible to those who
hnvo'not seen such places to bel.evo the horrid pic-
ture that cou'd be drawn tlmro of human misery. In
tho system of rewards, the convict is

tempted to do
well ; in the hoirors of penal settlements nud rhain

gangs, he is refrained from crini», or punished with
n rigorous severity that would correct those whoso
feelings wore not numbed by vice, and naturally >

desperate and depraved.
Who will bo hardy enough to say. after thoso

brief pictures, that prisoners live in idleness 1 Who
will dispute the efficacy of ponai servitude, as far
as human mean3 will act 1 It is sufficiently severe to
nil, and too severo to some, as my subsequent let-
ters will

prove.
In my next, I will sbesv, agreeably to my letter

No. II, the necessity and effects of indulgencies and
the feeling these have created

among certain parties
in the colony. I am. Sir, i

your obe lient Servant.
AN INDEPENDENT.

Sydney, 14th Jan., 18S2.

To the Editor of the Sydney Gazette.
SIR,

Having had occasion to cross Goulburn Plains in '

sight of-the two'wretched culprits, Mooney and

White (hung in irons), I, in
company with my .'

fiiend, rode close up to them, it being the first--eena .

of t,his naturo that I ever witnessed.

It was stated in a former number that eagles'had
settled upon them, as objects of their prey. Upon
enquiry, however, we learned that this was not 'tim ".

case, neither had an eagle been seen to approach'^
them, they being too despicable even for eagles !

Two human beings suspended in iront, as outcasts

from society, with tim fatal drop still hanging down,
'

reminding one that there they took their everlasting
exit, is to rho eye of every reflecting mind a most -

awful spectacle. While viewing them, that striking' '.

passage of holy
writ ocourred to my mind, "

Adam
begat a son in his otun fineness." Gen. c. 5, v. 3. '"'.

My wnril'v i»;oi»J obo ttoiI, it-to..-.«4 tl.o ooo-

nery of the plains. J. M. C. M. S.

BIRTH.

Qn Saturday last, at Parramatta, Mrs,
T. W. Bowden, of a daughter. »

MARRIED,
At St. Luke's Church, Liverpool, on

the 17th instant, Captain Fowler, of
the ship Elizabeth, to Jane Cathe-
rine, youngest daughter of the Rev. R.
Cartwright, of the above

place.

i n# William thô Fourth.
"

:

CHOMAS HENRY HAliT'S Ntew
I. Patent Safety Coach,

"

KING WILLIAMT'
IV.'-' commenced .running to and from' Sydney*1

:

and Windsor daily, on the 1st of January,1832, -1

starting front-, Wind sur. at six in the morning, nncl

reaching. Sydney hy eleven o'clock (being'-FIVE¡*!
hours only), and again starting from the George undi« '.

Dragon, Pitt-street, at 5 o'clock, p.m. and reaching
'.'

VVindsor by nine.o'clock, calling'tit theunderraenV
tioned places, where-all- parcels .willbe received'-. >*.

:a|id correctly' delivered, being previously.'bóoked '.?»

'a«'d pnid for
¡-7-

Aiinandalo.

Cherry Gardens,.,

Speed the Plough]
Pohroyd

?

;
?;

Ashfield Park,,

Homebush

BlaxlniiilVXindgo
Duck'Rive» Bridge.

All goods conveyed by the " William the Fouftjfaw
must be paid for before delivery:; and- no, packages-->n
or parcel whatever will be accounted.for-(aboye{thev. ;

value of five pounds), unless..entered as such, and

paid fpr,accpr(linoiy.

Parramatta v
,

;V ",:?.
?.';?'

Pye's.-.-Lamb and-Lark;-"-.

Bnulkhom Hills
...

? \-:i%

Kelly's, Bird in Hand..
Cross's, White Hart*, ii'

VinegarHi.il, and^.iv!?-.

Lapstone Hill. .--. .^¡¡i
.%

t of

mur

g'bT
th tí

ig."
85?

9 the

wj'th

here
I'that

st'nite

lied a

George and Dragon Inn^
;.,-..' ,. ) i t:i ;'¿^>: Vii

:.

Hait's Buildings; Pitt-street, Sydney. \ :
.

,.;.;/; :,:'.

."
??'

'

.. w. J. speed, ...;?'.':";?*::*;..£"

(FORMERLY OF No. 61, GEORGE-ST REErtV)
SYDNEY, WINE MERCHANT),.'!-^ .f

BEGS lo inform bis Friends,- anddhoiV.
Public generally, that he bas taken a Store^ntv., >

No. 63, George-street, where 'he receives
Property

'? 'V

of every description for sale on Commission.-«J Ï?. .i

Air. S.,.with great confidence, offers his services ^i

on the
piesent occasion, trusting thatthe punctuality'

and-integrity.with.which
his former Establishment .

.wa? conducted,-, will socure him the patronage of his ! -'

former friends.. ?

,\ ., .-?.-<.'> yV.,-i--';-in.!',

: N.
B.-Outstanding Debts collected at a moderate

premium.'.i ?'?}??
?..'.?;..- ;v3\>"v¡;H

SUPERIOR BRICKS FOR SA¿E¿;\
iÛ.é;'Wi MAN8.F.I ELD hagsto;

apprise*
.s5 his Friends and the Public, that he has'-"ah,

;i

extehBiveVBriokmakitig Establishment at the Pennant
Hill Wharf, arid that, he will-deliver superior Brick*

'

of full'statue size at any of the Wharfs in Sydnéyí
on.tíié most- moderate terms. His Bricks require^
no~j)uffing~, only, a trial.' O'". .<>Y: -J- -.-V.'. .i ->..?-. .l;¡

.'.;.." '._

H%V'Viu-;v;TA .BEXB'i;,:.'.' .'-.:,":: ;;:

;;?-..

'In the niàstieligible Part of George-street,

;A^'SWQÉ;ah^BED-EOaM;^ença^>
?j^-V culate'd for V'Rétail- Dealer. Enquire at Mr. 1

Wood's, at tho'Loiidon Bridge, George-street,~,

'

',['?"

Office.

WANTED,
.^)R^E-experr, _

,

Apply'àt('th^.3u>traji«n; Newspaper/

??? "

\fr¿iLxj.jcu,??.???.???

TWO or I^f>RE e^ert COÍVpíG(SÍ¿;'
i

-*". TORS! "Apply at 'the. Aastraßün'.ß

M-«w»ug mm, nuw Maa lUVCIjr UiriVUU IIUIU XJUIUiiWWm

'being desirous to make hirueolf.useful.-^Kefe'rençés*

(will b'é'giyeOV With ?_ani''¿ñ'*^fi^t-^V-:'^\Si'^'"^'¿nn't%^

siïit'si-Lette'rs'i add
will be attended io,'

w];.ac
will

be'giveöVWith due'¿áosTáceoq^Í9>ny*p^BP|i>Í»

f^'--suits^Léït>r^
J «"« I'will be attended io;'"* ^'v^-At^.^,^?^
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Figure 13 

Today’s ‘Kangaroobie’ near Orange. 
(Photo: Courtesy Stephen Mackenzie) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 14 
‘Kangaroobie’ homestead, built by James Dalton in 1902 for his son, Michael Francis  

(Source: https://gilmandykeangus.com.au/gallery) 
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Current owners of this ‘Kangaroobie’ are the Bateman family, who bought the property 
in 1993. An enquiry at the property was unsuccessful in determining the origin or 
meaning of the name. 
 
As is evident from the above, in the 19th century press and Government Gazettes, the 
property was often variously spelled Kangaroo Bay, Kangaroobay, Kangarooba, 
Kangarooby, or Kangaroobie. A discussion of these various renderings is provided below. 
 
 
 2.3 Kangarooobie #3 
 
The Masterton Pastoral Company, operated by Jim Masterton and his family (of 
Masterton Homes) currently owns this rural property of 2125 hectares near Goulburn. 
Masterton has owned ‘Kangaroobie’ for about 25 years. A previous owner was Andrew 
Lederer, and before that an Adam Gordon Singer (the property was then about 7,000 
acres). Singer had a mail run to the nearby Narrawa in 1902 where he then resided, and 
was the president of the Goulburn Chamber of Commerce in 1924. The first owner of 
the property seems to have been an Irishman, Patrick Durack, of Scarriff, County Clare. 
He arrived in Australia in 1853, and settled in the Goulburn area. After a stint of gold 
prospecting in the Ovens River district (VIC), he bought land at Dixons Creek which 
later became known as ‘Kangaroobie’.  In 1863 he moved to Queensland and then to 
Western Australia.6 It is not clear whether he was the one who named the property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 15 
‘Kangaroobie’ near Goulburn, NSW 

(Photo: Jan Tent) 
 

An enquiry at the property was unsuccessful in determining the origin or meaning of the 
name. 
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 2.4 Kangaroobie #4 
 
The Victorian ‘Kangaroobie’ has been in the hands of the Bowker family for seven 
generations—ever since its establishment. The run, on the Great Ocean Road at 
Princetown, was taken up in about 1858, either by the blacksmith Christopher Hodgson 
Bowker, who arrived in Melbourne from Ingelton, Yorkshire in 1841, or by his son John. 
Its name is said to mean ‘kangaroos’ resting place’.7 The current owner, Matt Bowker, 
claims the region around his property is well-known for its abundance of kangaroos. 
Neither Christopher or John ever ventured into NSW, so there is no apparent or 
transparent connection between this Kangaroobie and those of NSW. The property 
currently has a dual role as a working cattle property and a camp for school groups. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 16 
Kangaroobie sign, Princetown, Victoria 

(Source: www.facebook.com/pg/kangaroobiecamp/photos/) 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Determining the meaning and origin of the first element of the placename is 
uncomplicated and straightforward. Revealing the meaning and origin of the second 
element is more of a challenge. The following sections endeavour to address these issues.  
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3 KANGAROO 
 
The origin of kangaroo, and its current meaning, are probably the most well-documented 
of any Australian Indigenous-derived words. It originates from the Guugu Yimidhirr 
(Cooktown, QLD) word gaŋurru ‘a large black or grey kangaroo, probably specifically 
the male Macropus robustus’ (Dixon et al., 2006, pp. 57-58). It is one of the first 
Australian Indigenous words copied into English, and was first recorded by Cook and 
Banks in 1770 when the HM Bark Endeavour was beached (by a river which Cook 
named Endeavour River) for seven weeks to undergo repairs after sustaining damage 
incurred by running aground on a reef (now bearing the name Endeavour Reef).  
  
When Arthur Phillip and the First Fleet arrived in Port Jackson in 1788, he had with 
him Banks’ vocabulary of the ‘New Holland language’. Phillip used the word kangaroo 
thinking it had been recorded in Botany Bay in 1770 and so assuming that the local Eora 
people would understand its meaning. However, they thought they were being taught the 
English word for ‘edible animal’, because when cattle were unloaded from the transport 
ships, they enquired whether the cattle were ‘kangaroos’.  
  
As European settlement spread, kangaroo was adopted into other Indigenous languages, 
e.g. Baagandji, gaaŋgurru ‘horse’ (Dixon et al., 2006, pp. 57-58). Kangaroo is therefore an 
introduced term that has undergone what could best be termed ‘serial copying’ into 
numerous Australian Indigenous languages.  
  
 
4 THE OLD SCANDINAVIAN TOPONYMIC SUFFIX -by8 
 
One conceivable origin of the suffix -by /-bie that Kangaroo obtained is the toponymic 
Old Scandinavian (OScand.) suffix -by. Indeed, the Bowker family folklore asserts that 
the -bie suffix of its property name is a Scottish toponymic suffix meaning ‘resting place’ 
(Matt Bowker, p.c. 7/10/2017).9 If this etymology is accurate, then the Bowkers’ 
Kangaroobie may have been named independently without any connection or reference to 
the NSW ones, and the name forms should be seen as a coincidence. 
 
Ekwall’s Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-names (1947: 76) provides the 
following entry for the OScand. suffix: 
 

OE by from ON [Old Norse] býr, bœr, ODan [Old Danish], OSw [Old Swedish] by is a 
common second el[ement] in the parts of England where Scandinavians settled. […] 
OScand [Old Scandinavian] by denoted a village or a homestead. In English [place names] 
both these senses are to be reckoned with, but the exact sense cannot be determined in the 
actual instances. […] 

 
During the Middle English (ME) period -by obtained variant spellings ranging from -bi 
/-bii /-bij /-bie, and in the 18th century could also have the form -bye (Oxford English 
Dictionary).10 Examples of current toponyms include: Lockerbie (VIC), Crosbie (VIC) 
Abercrombie (NSW), Willowbye (NSW), Saxelbye~Saxelby (Leicestershire, UK).  
 



Kangarooby 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
                ANPS Occasional Paper No 8 15 

 
 

The suffix is currently not normally productive,11 but occasional examples are extant. 
The Sydney suburb of Hornsby, for example, was named after Constable Samuel Henry 
Horne, a policeman granted land for an act of bravery in apprehending the bushrangers 
Dalton and MacNamara on 22 June, 1830 (Hornsby Shire Council; O’Reilly, 1963, p. 
11).12 Evidence of other such archaic toponymic suffixes being employed in the coining 
of (eponymous) toponyms in Australia include: Hillston (NSW) named after the hotel 
owner William Hill; Mortdale (NSW), after the merchant Thomas Sutcliffe Mort; and 
Thornleigh (NSW), after Constable John Thorne who, like Horne, was granted land for 
the apprehension of the bushrangers Dalton and MacNamara. All show that some ancient 
toponymic generic suffixes were still productive in the 19th century. 
 
Given its full nativisation into English, kangaroo can function as verb, adjective and, of 
course, a noun.13 Accordingly, it will permit the affixation of the tense and aspect 
inflexional suffixes -s, -ed and -ing, as well as the plural -s. If kangaroo allows these 
inflexional suffixes would it not also permit the affixation of an English derivational or 
toponymic suffix?14  
 
An example of an Australian Indigenous word combining with an introduced toponymic 
suffix is Bundaberg (QLD), which is said to result from ‘combining the Aboriginal name, 
Bunda, bestowed on assistant surveyor by the Aborigines, with a corruption of “burgh”, 
meaning town or borough’ (Appleton & Appleton, 1992, p. 48). Reed (1973) and Nolan 
(1978, p.85) offer a similar etymology, as reported by Queensland’s Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines online search page:  
 

Probably an artificial combination by John Charlton Thompson (1827-1878) surveyor, 
January 1869, using bunda, a Kabi word denoting important man and the German suffix 
“berg” indicating mountain. Bunda was the name local Aboriginal people gave to A.D. 
Edwards, Thompson’s assistant. 
 

Whether berg or burgh was the intended suffix is not the issue—it is the fact that an 
introduced toponymic suffix is shown to be affixed to an Indigenous word. 
  
A similar example of amalgamating an Indigenous name and an introduced specific, 
resulting in compound toponyms, involves glen (especially in homestead names), e.g. 
Maraglen (WA), Nooraglen (WA), and Kalaglen (SA). The Melbourne suburb of 
Yarraville and the town north-east of Melbourne, Yarra Glen, are other examples. Hercus 
& Simpson (2009, p. 5) provide an example of the reverse, where an Indigenous locative 
suffix is affixed to an introduced word—the Adelaide suburb of Glenunga (Scots glen + 
the Kaurna locative -nga). This last example suggests that there may be another potential 
candidate for the etymology of the -by suffix. The ensuing discussion will consider this 
scenario. 
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5 THE INDIGENOUS CASE SUFFIX -bi /-ba 15 
 
The study of Australian Indigenous placenames is very challenging. Hercus (2002, p. 63) 
observes:  
 

The formation [of Aboriginal placenames] varies from region to region, they may be 
analysable or not, […]. We can also never be sure we are right about a placename unless 
there is clear evidence stemming from people who have traditional information on the topic. 
In the absence of such evidence we have to admit we are only guessing. 

 
Sadly, the latter is too often the case. And because of this diversity in Indigenous place-
naming practices we cannot make generalisations about these traditions.  
 
To add to this complexity, the incorporation of placenames derived from Aboriginal 
languages into the introduced system has been done to varying degrees of accuracy. Prior 
to European occupation, Australia had an estimated 200 to 300 distinct Aboriginal 
languages (Dixon, 1980; Yallop, 1982). After European occupation, many Indigenous 
names were recorded erroneously. Some of the factors that led to this include:  

(a)  Europeans who recorded these names had no knowledge of or training in 
phonetics, and therefore did not know how to properly transcribe the names.  

(b)  Aboriginal languages have sound systems quite distinct from English, or any other 
European language. Most Aboriginal languages lack the fricative consonant sounds 
/f, v, θ, ð, s, z, ʃ, ʒ, h/,16 and generally make no distinction between voiced and 
voiceless stops (plosives), they being in free variation, i.e. /b/~/p/, /d/~/t/, and 
/g/~/k/, distinctions crucial in English. In addition, many Aboriginal languages 
have sounds not present in English, such as two or three r-type sounds that are 
considered distinct sounds, or a palatal nasal /ɲ/ (as in the Spanish ñ in señor), 
whilst other languages have a palatal plosive consonant (similar to the English 
sound represented in spelling by ch) (Yallop, 1982). Such differences cause 
difficulties for the untrained ear to transcribe with any accuracy or consistency.  

(c)  The result of these differences is the difficulty in rendering words into English 
orthography,17 which contains only 26 symbols. A consequence of this is the 
multiple ways a single, specific sound is represented in English spelling, e.g. /ɲ/ 
may be written as ny, nj or gn.  

 
The free variation of voiced and voiceless stops is commented upon by Threlkeld (1834, 
p. 2) in reference to the Awakabal/Awabagal-Gadjang language (of the Hunter River and 
Lake Macquarie district):  
 

Europeans often confuse D with T owing to a middle sound which the natives often use in 
speaking quickly; so also the T and J arising from the same cause as Won-tiwon-ti the name 
of a place is often called by the English Won-je-won-je. 

 
and more specifically (p. 130) with regards to the locative suffix: 
 

Note it is extremely difficult to ascertain whether, this particle should be spelt Pa or Ba, in 
the conjugations of the verb, it is spelled Pa. But many natives say it should be Ba, whilst 
others affirm that it ought to be Pa. 
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When recording vowel sounds from an unknown language, and one which has not been 
codified (i.e. one that has no writing system), they can be represented in various ways. 
Even in English the vowel /iː/ (as in heed), can be represented in the following ways: 

 
• see 
• sea 
• she 
• baby 
• leigh   
• siege 
• key 
• police 
• suite 
• people 
• quay 
 

Attenbrow (2009) documents the numerous occasions when Indigenous placenames 
around Port Jackson and Botany Bay were recorded by different authors between 1788 
and 1911 using different spellings. She notes (p. 23) this ‘was perhaps due to the 
recorders’ varying levels of linguistic expertise, to the way individual recorders heard the 
placenames spoken, or the orthography [spelling] they used.’ Incorrect recollection of a 
name is yet another cause. Attenbrow gives the following example relevant to the issue of 
the -by /-bie /-ba /-be spelling:   
 

[…] the north head of Botany Bay is given as ‘Bunnabee’ by Larmer (in Stack 1906: 52) but 
as ‘Bunnabi’, ‘Bunnabee’ and ‘Bunnabri’ at different times by Thornton (1892 [1893], p. 7, 
1896 in Organ 1990, p. 358, and 1899, p. 210 respectively) […]. Similarly, are ‘Yaranabe’ 
and ‘Eurambie’ incorrect recollections of ‘Yarrandabby’, although the former two names 
were recorded as the placename for Darling Point, and the latter for Macleay Point […]. 

 
So, when an uncodified language is encountered its words and placenames can be 
rendered in numerous ways using the English 26-letter alphabet. And, as any Australian 
placename dictionary or catalogue of placenames will show, many Indigenous-derived 
toponyms end on -by, -bi, -bye, -bai, -bee and -bie (currently pronounced as /biː/ or 
/bai/), as well as -ba, -pa, -bah, -baa and -bar (/baː/ or /paː/).18 What these publications 
also show is that many of these placenames have the purported meaning ‘place of x’, or 
‘resting place of x’. Tables 1 and 2 catalogue a small number of them by way of 
illustration.19 
 
The various spellings of Kangarooby’s suffix suggests it has a possible Indigenous origin.  
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Table 1 
Toponyms with the -bi suffix 

 
Toponym State Purported meaning                     Source 

Adaminaby NSW 
camping place Appleton & Appleton, 1992 
camping place or place of resting Anon., 1981 
camping place, or place for resting Reed, 1969, 1973 

Allambee VIC quiet resting place Reed, 1969, 1973 
to remain a while  Reed, 1977 

Allambie 
Heights NSW quiet resting place  Appleton & Appleton, 1992 

Bimbi NSW (abbrev. of Bimbimbi) place of many birds Anon., 1981 
place of many birds  Martin, 1943 

Dowgimbee NSW a mussel ground Reed, 1977 

Jilliby NSW a contraction of Jilliby Jilliby, meaning where two 
creeks meet Reed, 1969, 1973 

Kuraby QLD place of many springs  Potter, 2014 
Numby NSW from ngumby, a sleeping place Reed, 1977 

Quamby  
OLD 

a camp Endacott, 1963 
to stop; a camp Reed, 1977 

Quamby VIC < guwambi a sleeping place Clark & Heydon, 2002 
Taloumbi NSW a windy place Reed, 1977 

Toongabbie NSW near water Reed, 1969, 1973 
place near the water McCarthy, 1950 

Tumbiumbi NSW place of big trees Reed, 1969, 1973 
Urambi NSW sleep McCarthy, 1950 

Wollombi NSW meeting of the waters 
Martin, 1943; Appleton & 
Appleton, 1992; Reed, 1969, 
1973; Anon., 1981 

Wombye 
(Wumbai) QLD place of black snake Sunshine Coast Regional 

Council; Potter, 2014 
Woorbai NSW place of scrub Ryan, 1963 
Yallambie VIC to rest; to remain Appleton & Appleton, 1992 

Yallambee NSW to dwell or stay McCarthy, 1950 
to dwell at ease Endacott, 1963 
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Table 2 
Toponyms with the -ba suffix 

 
Toponym State Purported meaning Source 

Buaraba QLD place of dry bushes State Library of QLD 
Bulimba QLD place of magpie larks/peewees State Library of QLD 
Bundamba QLD axe place State Library of QLD 
Burringbar NSW place of the long boomerang Endacott, 1963; Ryan, 1963 
Cannonba NSW place of shingle-back lizard McCarthy, 1950 
Elimbah QLD  place of grey snakes  State Library of QLD 
Gadumba 
(Katoomba) NSW place of gaduu fern Barrett, 2015 

Kalbar QLD place of brightness or a star Potter, 2014 
Kureelpa (Kuril-
ba)  QLD place of rats and mice / place of water rat Sunshine Coast Regional 

Council; State Library of QLD 
Mooloolaba QLD place of black snake State Library of QLD 

Mudjimba  QLD place of midyim shrub Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council 

Murwillumbah NSW native camping place Ryan, 1963 
Noorumba 
Reserve NSW hunting ground Endacott, 1963 

Tarampa QLD place of wild lime trees Potter, 2014 
Tingalpa QLD place of fat (kangaroos) Potter, 2014 

Tumbarumba NSW sounding ground; place of big trees McCarthy, 1950 
hollow sounding hills; sounding ground Frew & Frew, 2012 

Uralba NSW place of quartz stones Ryan, 1963 
Warrumba 
(Warragamba) NSW place of big tortoise Barrett, (2015) 

Wollongbar NSW place of the cunjevoi lily Sharpe, 1992 
Yaamba QLD camping ground Reed, 1977 
Yandembah NSW home of ghosts Reed, 1977 

 
 
The -bi /-ba suffix (and its variants) has been noted by various authors as a locative, 
genitive, dative or allative case suffix.20 A selection of these are noted below.   
 
• Threlkeld (1834, pp. 10-11) on the Hunter River and Lake Macquarie language 

states that Indigenous placenames are generally descriptive, and form the genitive 
by affixing -ba. He provides several examples of geographical names (pp. 50-52) 
containing the -ba suffix denoting ‘place of’, e.g. Góróinba ‘the female-emu place’, 
Gurránba ‘a place of brambles’, Kona-konaba ‘place where the stone called kona-
kona is found’, Mulubinba ‘fern place’ (the name of the site of Newcastle), 
Purribáġba ‘ant’s-nest place’, and Tulkaba ‘soft ti-tree place’.   

• Lissarague (2006, p. 63) on the same language also notes that -pa occurs with a 
noun to indicate place, e.g. Kuparrpa ‘the name of place where the kuparr (red 
ochre) is found’, Talkapa ‘the soft tea-tree place’. On p. 129, she states that -pa is a 
nominal suffix indicating a place.  

• Steele (2005) provides numerous examples of -ba being a locative ‘place where at’ 
and genitive ‘of, belonging to’ suffix, for the Sydney language. 
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• In the Yugambeh language and its neighbouring dialects (northern and coastal 
NSW) -ba is also a locative ‘place of’ (Sharpe, 2013). 

• In the Gandanguurra language of the Blue Mountains (west of Sydney): -ba ‘place 
of’ (Barrett, 2015, p. 69). 

• In the language of north-east NSW and south-east QLD: -bi:nj ‘place of’, -ba 
‘association with’ (Geytenbeek & Geytenbeek,1971). 

• Though rather further afield from NSW and southern Queensland where -bi /-ba 
are found as locative suffixes, Haviland (1979, p. 51), notes that nearly all nominal 
stems for general dative and locative/allative cases in Guugu Yimidhirr (northern 
QLD) have the main suffix variants (i.e. allomorphs)21 -bi /-wi, and for many older 
speakers, -bay /-way.  

 
Such locative suffixes are extremely common among Aboriginal languages, as is noted by 
Blake (1979, p. 332) who claims Australian languages typically exhibit an allative case 
‘to’, a locative case ‘at’, ‘near’, etc. and an ablative case ‘from’. Some examples of varying 
suffix forms from other languages include: 
 
• Gamilaraay–Yuwaalaraay (northern NSW) where it indicates the generic name of a 

place as well as a place in time: walay ‘camp, nest’ becomes walay-ba ‘camping 
ground’ (Lissarague, 2006, p. 63). 

• Yolngu (north-eastern Arnhem Land) where the suffix -puy or -wuy ‘place of’ is 
common placename ending, e.g. Nhulunbuy, named after the hill that stands in the 
middle of the town. In earlier spellings of the name it appears as ‘boi’ or ‘woi’.  

• In Warlpiri (as in some other Aboriginal languages), a deceased person may be 
referred to by their place of death, e.g. in the form of a suffix, as with -wana 
‘general locative’ (Myers, 1991 [1986], p. 132). 

• Kaurna (Adelaide district) has the locative suffix -ngga, e.g. Parnangga ‘autumn star 
place’ or ‘place of the procession leader’ (Schultz, 2013).22 

• Nyoongar/Nyungar (Perth region) -up ‘place; place of’ is a common suffix 
(Collard, Goodchild & Marinova, 2011; Milne, 1992).  
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6 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
As is so often the case when researching the etymology of toponyms, especially ones 
derived from Indigenous words or names, a definitive conclusion is elusive. Without 
documentary evidence of the motivation and/or mechanism of the naming of a place, the 
toponymist has little choice but to hypothesise as to the name’s origin and meaning.  
 
As mentioned in the previous section, a number of factors are responsible for the 
erroneous recording of Indigenous words and names. Koch (2009) echoes these reasons 
and adds several more:  
 
• Variable intra- and inter-dialectal pronunciation of Indigenous speakers.  
• Different Indigenous phonotactics (i.e. rules governing the allowable sound 

sequences in a language) interpreted differently by Europeans. 
• Differences in attention by Europeans to phonetic detail of original Indigenous 

words.  
• Individual dialectal differences between European recorders. 
• Diachronic changes (i.e. changes over time) in spelling and pronunciation. 

All these factors contribute to the tenuousness of researching Indigenous-derived names, 
as well as the inaccurate and disparate recording of them. Koch provides various examples 
of the variability in reconstructed Indigenous placenames. One in particular (pp. 139-
40), is of relevance to our toponym Kangarooby—that of a Monaro pastoral run (now 
designated by the NSW GNB as a RURAL PLACE) Mowenbah ~ Mowenbar (see Figures 17 
and 18).23 He shows different spellings, along with phonetic and phonemic 
reconstructions, of the pastoral run’s name (notice the spellings of the highlighted final 
syllable):24 

 

M ow  e n b ar 1840 Lambie 

M o  e n b ar 1844 Robinson 

M ow  e n b ah 1848-50  

M oo   n b ar 1848-50  

M o/u  V n b a:  phonetic 

M u w i n b a  phonemic 

 



Kangarooby 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
22 ANPS Placenames Report No 8 

 

 

 
Figure 17 

Section of map ‘Squatter’s Runs and Homesteads 1885’ 
(Source: https://khuts.org/map_data/1885/Homesteads_1885_350K_F.pdf) 

 
Notice also the spelling of the run Mowenbah, the homestead Mowenbar (now 
Mowamba), and the adjoining run Moonbar, (now Moonbah)—all different spellings of 
presumably the same name. It is also worth noting that Mowenbah lies on the Mowamba 
River, clearly another spelling of the name.25 And it is likely the final -bah /-bar /-ba 
syllables are forms of a locative or allative suffix.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18 
Notice in The Sydney Morning Herald, 9 August, 1873, p. 13. 

(Source: https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/1449425) 
 

*** 
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So what of the etymology of the -bi /-ba suffix in our toponyms? I can only hypothesise. 
As I have outlined above, there are a few possibilities.  
 
Of the four properties, the strongest candidate for the OScand. suffix -by would have to 
be the Victorian Kangaroobie—that is if the Bowker family’s folklore of the name’s origin 
is valid. The bestower of the name, Christopher Hodgson Bowker, came from Yorkshire, 
where there are at least 58 placenames that have the -by suffix. (The spelling of either -bie 
or -by is not an issue because both are common for this suffix.) It may be, however, that 
some confusion has occurred in the interpretation of the meaning of that suffix. Clearly 
the -bie suffix in Indigenous placenames is a locative or allative suffix sometimes referring 
to a resting place, and this may have been the source of the purported meaning assigned 
by the Bowker family. However, the OScand. suffix denoted a ‘village’ or ‘homestead’ in 
English placenames, ‘the exact sense [of which] cannot be determined in […] actual 
instances’ (Ekwall, 1947, p. 76). If this is indeed the case, ‘resting place’ may be a 
legitimate interpretation for the OScand. suffix since kangaroos have neither villages nor 
homesteads. 
 
Nonetheless, the suffix in the Victorian Kangaroobie could still be of Indigenous origin. 
The -bi /-ba locative case suffix is also employed by a number of Victorian Indigenous 
languages, as is illustrated in Table 1. This is highlighted by Hercus (1969) and Blake 
(1981) when they argue that the name of Melbourne’s Moomba Festival does not mean 
‘let’s get together and have fun’, but ‘up your bum’ (< the Wuywurung language 
mum/moom ‘buttocks, anus’ + -ba ‘at’, ‘in’ or ‘on’). 
   
The varying spelling of locative/allative case suffix as -bi /-ba is not really problematic. As 
in every language, Indigenous languages have various forms of affixes. In English, for 
example, the regular past tense suffix, -ed, has the allomorphs /əd/, /d/ or /t/, depending 
on the type of sound that precedes it (as in wanted, warned and walked). Similar kinds of 
rules exist in Australian Indigenous languages. Hence, in some circumstances the 
locative/allative case suffix would be /biː/ and in others /baː/. Similarly, different 
Indigenous languages, dialects and individual speakers will have different forms of these 
kinds of suffixes. In commenting on the locative -ba suffix, Livingstone (1892, p. 10) 
observes:   
 

Ba is simply a locative form. Probably there is some connection between it and -bo and -by, 
which may be regarded as little more than ornaments.  It is sometimes found as a 
termination to names of places. Its principal use as a noun-suffix is to strengthen the simple 
forms of life-nouns, and thus form a new base for the addition of the suffixes. 

 
As a toponymic illustration, we see that Warragamba was first recorded as Warragombie 
(the name first recorded for the lower Cox River). It was later changed to the current 
Warragamba. Dixon et al. (2006, p. 73) also demonstrate that wallaby ‘[f]ormerly [had] 
much variety, as wallaba, wallabee, wallaby, wollaba and wollabi.’ 
 
Perhaps the most interesting of the four toponyms is the one that belonged to Thomas 
Kite. Its various spellings are a little puzzling. They certainly hint at the variability in the 
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form of the -bi /-ba suffix. The fact that the spelling of the OScand. suffix regularly 
varied between -bie or -by, may explain two of the spellings.  
 
Nonetheless, all of the spellings raise the issue of ultimate origin of the name. The first 
recorded version of the name is Kangaroo Bay (1835), and is what Kite wrote in his will 
of 1871, 36 years later. That spelling was regularly used in government gazettes, notices 
in the press and other articles in the press until the late 1850s. During the intervening 
period, the other spellings were also used: Kangaroobay for a short period between 1837 
and 1845; Kangarooba in 1848; Kangarooby in 1838 and 1852; and Kangaroobie was first 
used in 1838, though initially very sparingly until the late1800s. 
 
Given Kangaroo Bay was the first rendering of the name, and was used in Kite’s will, in 
his own handwriting, it could be argued this was Kite’s intended name and that the other 
spellings, used by others, are incorrect, or misprints. Indeed, Kite may have taken the 
name for his property from a locality named Kangaroo Bay. The extract from ‘An 
Excursion from Bathurst to Wellington Valley’ of 1831 in the Sydney Gazette and New 
South Wales Advertiser (Figure 12), hints at this, as do these following citations.  
 
In his book The Good Old Days of Molong, Fitzpatrick (1913, p. 20) cites a letter from 
H.C.L. Anderson, the late Principal Librarian of the Public Library, who hints at the 
abundance of kangaroos in the Molong district: 
 

[..] If Molong had any other names in the early times, such as Kangaroo Flat, which I notice 
in one place is apparently synonymous with Molong, we shall be very glad to know of it, so 
that we may make the necessary cross references in our index.  

 
Anderson’s assumption is in fact incorrect—according to the NSW GNB, Molong means 
‘all rocks’.  
 
In a description of the early colonial days of the Molong district, Fitzpatrick (p. 56) 
provides an interesting sketch of the environs and wildlife which can be seen as a hint to 
the motivation for the naming of Kangaroo Bay as a locality/location:  
 

In the early days, and before there was much settlement in the vicinity, this part of the 
environs of the Molong of to-day grew grass up to the saddle flap, and was a favorite 
browsing-ground for innumerable kangaroos, emus and other game; whilst the local blacks 
established here their camp on the verdant slopes, in the neighborhood of a copious supply 
of game and water. 

 
And on page 142, Fitzpatrick cites an entry from the NSW Calendar and General Post 
Office Directory of 1835, which refers to what was then known as the ‘Western Road’. It 
provides another suggestion that Kangaroo Bay referred to an area or locality before 
Thomas Pike named his property:  
 

151 Mile Peg.—Place called Kangaroo Bay, where a village reserve has been marked. The 
road winds between two streams; on the south is the Molong River; on the north the 
Nandillion Ponds. 
 

Other similar clues of Kangaroo Bay designating a locality rather than the name of a rural 
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property can be found in various periodicals of the time:  
 
• Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 2 February, 1833, p. 2: 

In seasons of the most protracted drought, the pasturage has invariably maintained its 
luxuriance, and several eminent sheep-holders have already formed stations in the 
neighbourhood of the Macquarie, from Kangaroo Bay to Burrandong.  

• Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser, 19 January, 1832, page 3: 
We found nothing worthy of remark at this place, which formed our first stage, and early 
the next morning journied forward for some miles, through a level country, which appears 
subject to floods, and of a rank soil: droves of kangaroos were nipping the dew-bespeckled 
grass; their number about one particular spot, twelve miles from Summer Hill has given it 
the name of Kangaroo Bay, and, in like manner, Emu Swamp.  

• Sydney Herald, 9 August, 1839: 
To Let as a lease 
3328 acres of land situate at Kangaroo Bay, near Molong, in the County of Bathurst. 

• Australasian Chronicle, 18 March, 1841, page 1: 
JOHN FITZPATRICK. 
Bathurst, 8th March, 1841. 
I, the undersigned, hereby give notice to constables and others that I have lost my Certificate 
of Freedom, and therefore give my personal description as follows, that I may not be 
molested by them, viz.: ship, Captain Cook (1), seven years, free by servitude, height 5 feet 
3½ inches, complexion ruddy, eyes grey, hair light brown; remarks, burn on back of tight 
hand. 
And, further, I will give a reward of Two Pounds to any person restoring said Certificate and 
following Orders, which I lost between Kangaroo Bay and Molong, […] 

 
A further snippet of evidence that shows Kangaroo Bay may have originally been a 
location is provided by Wells (1848: 218) in his A Geographical Dictionary or Gazetteer of 
the Australian Colonies (Figure 19): 
 

Figure 19 
Page 218 of A geographical dictionary or gazetteer of the Australian colonies 

(Source: https://archive.org/details/geographicaldict00wellrich) 
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Wells notes Kangarooba being Kite’s station, but implies Kangaroo Bay is a locality or 
location. The Kangarooby of H. O’Neil is the current property of the Idiens family. 
 
The use of the toponymic generic Bay needs some comment. It is not necessarily one 
reserved for MARINE features. The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) contains the following 
two definitions, and mid-19th century citations, for bay: 
 

3. An indentation, recess in a range of hills, etc. 
1853    G. Johnston Terra Lindisfarnensis  I. 9   The hills… stand out generally well-
defined by bays and vales, which run in about their bases. 

 
4. An arm of a prairie extending into, and partly surrounded by, woods. 
1850    W. Colton Three Years Calif. 370   Still, in some of its bays, the evidences of 
fertility exist. 
1874    B.F. Taylor World on Wheels 17   In the bottom of a bay of land bounded… by 
wooded hills. 

 
Notice that the first recorded citations of bay having the meaning of ‘an indentation, 
recess in a range of hills, etc.’ or ‘an arm of a prairie extending into, and partly 
surrounded by woods’, are from the early 1850s. It is, therefore, not inconceivable that 
this sense is a possible source for Kangaroo Bay. The predating of the OED citation by the 
toponym does not discount an earlier use of the term, since it takes some time for a new 
expression to find its way into print, or indeed into a dictionary.   
 
The use of regular MARINE feature generic being employed as a VEGETATION & DESERT feature 
is not extraordinary. Indeed, another feature term sometimes used to describe a RELIEF 
feature (such as a hill) is Island. The OED gives the following senses for island (there are 
many others of course, but these are not relevant here). Sense #2 and three of its citations 
are of most interest here: 
                       

1. A piece of land completely surrounded by water. Formerly used less definitely, including a 
peninsula, or a place insulated at high water or during floods, or begirt by marshes, a usage 
which survives in particular instances, as Portland Island, Hayling Island, Mochras or Shell 
Island, etc. 

  
2. An elevated piece of land surrounded by marsh or ‘intervale’ land; a piece of woodland 
surrounded by prairie or flat open country; a block of buildings [= Latin insula]; also an 
individual or a race, detached or standing out by itself; †to stand in island, to be detached or 
isolated (obsolete). 
1638   in D.G. Hill Dedham (Mass.) Rec. (1892) III. 51   Abraham Shawe selleth vnto 
Ferdinando Adam one portion of Grownd called an hill or Iland as it lyeth to his home lott. 
1785    W. Cowper Task  iii. 630   The shapely knoll, That, softly swelled and gaily dressed, 
appears A flowery island, from the dark green lawn Emerging. 
1794    S. Williams Nat. & Civil Hist. Vermont 35   The small islands in these intervales, are 
of a different soil, and…are evidently the tops of small hills, which have not been covered by 
the inundations of the rivers. 

   
Sense 2 is of course figurative; some instances of this sense can be seen in the following 
small selection of NSW toponyms (extracted from NSW GNB online ‘place name 
search’):  
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Archies Island 
Designation:  Hill 
Description:  A hill almost completely surrounded by Wollondilly River. It rises about 140 

m from the river and is situated about 3km S by E of Horse Flat and 4km SE by E of 
Chalker Trig Station. 

 
Ball Island 
Designation:  Hill 
Description:  A sandhill which lies to the west of Yantabulla Plain and 9 km S by W of 

Kilberoo Tank. 
   
Bogeys Island 
Designation:  Hill 
Description:  A hill about 6 km NE by N of Wamboyne trig station and about 5 km WNW 

of Calalgulee trig station. 
                                   
Box Island 
Designation:  Hill 
Description:  A small hill 4.8 km SSW of Pine Ridge. 

 
This means that the generic of the toponym does not always need to equate to the 
standard feature designation of the geographic feature. Reef is another such example. 
 
As mentioned above, Haviland (1979, p. 51), notes that locative/allative case suffixes in 
the QLD language Guugu Yimidhirr have the allomorphs -bi /-wi, and that for many 
older speakers, these are -bay /-way. Could similar allomorphs have been a feature of 
older speakers of languages in NSW? If so, this may be another explanation for Kite’s 
Kangaroo Bay.  
 
As noted above, there is an instance of Kangarooby #1 being spelled Kangaroobay on 
licence renewals of 1842 (Nos. 162 and 352) in the name of Peter Dwyer, who was the 
then manager/supervisor of the property. Was this spelling merely an aberration, a mix-
up with Kite’s property’s name, or was it a result of Dwyer’s Irish accent? Wells (1982: 
425) reports that there are sporadic rural and conservative urban working-class accents 
that pronounce /iː/ as /eː/ (similar to /ei/ as in bay). Thus steal is homophonous to stale, 
and meat with mate, eat with ate, and beat with bait. Wells reports that people sometimes 
put on an Irish pronunciation with this feature as a joke or as a conscious Hibernicism. 
He also claims that the pronunciation trait maybe an archaism surviving from medieval 
Hiberno-English from Fingal, Forth and Bargy. We do not know whence Dwyer came in 
Ireland, nor how ‘thick’ his accent was, so this is all mere conjecture.   
 

~~~~~~~~ 
 
It would have been useful to have determined whether the -bi /-ba suffix was Indigenous 
or Old Scandinavian, because it could tell us something more about the formation of 
toponyms involving two languages. Nevertheless, what is certain is that Kangarooby and 
Kangaroobie were formed through a process of amalgamating a word from one language 
and a word element from another. Two scenarios are possible (Figure 20): 
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Kangarooby 
 
 
 
 
 
   Guugu Yimidhirr              English                 Old Scandinavian 
                                           (via Britain)  
       gaŋurru    >         kangaroo   +                 -by 
                                         ‘settlement; homestead’ 
 

Kangarooby 
 
 
 
 
 
       Guugu Yimidhirr                    English                   Indigenous suffix 
   gaŋurru   >       kangaroo   +             -bi/-ba 
                      ‘at; place of’  
 
 

Figure 20 
Possible sources for -bi /-ba suffix 

 
 
A third scenario might apply to Kite’s Kangaroo Bay (Figure 21): 
 
 

Kangaroo Bay 
 
 
 
 
 
       Guugu Yimidhirr    English  English 
          gaŋurru    >           kangaroo     +     bay 
        1. ‘indentation, recess in a range of hills’ 
        2. ‘arm of a prairie extending into, and 
         partly surrounded by, woods’ 
 
 

Figure 21 
Possible source for Bay 
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There is a fourth scenario that could explain Kangarooby~Kangaroobie, at the very least 
the NSW ones. In ANPS Occasional Working Paper 4 ‘The Cogie: A case of a conflated 
name?’, I argue that cogie may well be the result of a process termed ‘phono-semantic 
matching’ (PSM). This is the adopting of a word or word element into one language (in 
the current case, English) from another (in the current case the Australian Indigenous      
-bi /-ba suffix) where the word element’s non-native quality is hidden by replacing 
(matching) it with a phonetically and semantically similar word or word element (in the 
current case OScand. -by) from the adopting language. This preserves the approximate 
sound and meaning of the parallel expression in the source language. The process for a 
PSM for -bi /-ba and -by may be schematically represented thus: 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 22 

Possible phono-semantic matching of -bi /-ba and -by 
 
The process of phono-sematic matching may also explain Kangaroo Bay. Could it 
originally have been a corruption of an Indigenous form of the -bi /-ba suffix? The 
Gamilaraay-Yuwaalaraay language (which neighbours Wiradjuri country where the NSW 
Kangaroobies are located) has a comitative suffix -baraay (Austin, 1993; 1997, pp. 33).26 
This may have been corrupted to bay and then undergone the process of phono-semantic 
matching to turn it into the separate generic Bay.  
 
All this still leaves us with a couple of issues that have yet to resolved:  
 
1. How did the various spellings of Kite’s property’s come about? Were they merely 

misspellings or misrepresentations of his original name?  
 

Unless further information comes to light, these questions will remain unanswered. 
 

OScand. 
-by 

 ‘settlement; homestead’ 

Australian Indigenous 
-bi /-ba  

‘at; place of’ 

 
 -by /-bie suffix 

on 
Kangarooby~Kangaroobie 

meaning opaque 
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2. If the -bi /-ba suffix is derived from an Indigenous language, which one was it? 
Given the NSW Kangaroobies are located in Wiradjuri country, would not this 
language be the logical donor? 

 
The problem with Wiradjuri is that it does not seem to have a locative suffix of the form 
-bi /-ba. Gamilaraay-Yuwaalaraay, on the other hand does, and therefore may be the 
donor language for both the -bie /-by /-ba suffix forms as well as the generic Bay. The 
Gamilaraay-Yuwaalaraay-Yuwaalayaay Dictionary (2013), for example, has the following 
entries:   
 

-araay [comitative] suffix ‘with; having’ 
 

-baraay [comitative] suffix ‘with; having’ 
This suffix is attached to nouns, meanings include accompaniment (e.g. with mum), 
property (e.g. with hair/hairy) and weak instrumental (e.g. walked with a stick). The variant 
also occurs in the language name Kamilaroi, Gamil-araay (no-having); so ‘the language that 
has gamil (for no)’. The ending is often used to form new words, particularly placenames 
such as Boggabri, Bagay-baraay (creeks-having).  
 

However, more significantly, it also has the entries: 
 

-baa [locative] suffix ‘place of’  
Occurs in walaay-baa (camp-place of) meaning ‘a person’s country or home place’. Gayaay-
baa-ga ngiyani yanaa-waa-nha. ‘We are walking through a sandy place.’ 
 
Gaawalbaa placename Yuwaalayaay, Cowelba 
On the Collarenebri-Angledool road. From gaawal (creek) and -baa (place of, time of). 

 
Expanded information for these entries can be found in Ash et al. (2009). 
 
Wiradjuri does have a comitative suffix (see Nash, 2014; Grant & Rudder, 2010. p. 
351), but none of its various written forms on toponyms (-dera, -dra, -dry, -drie, -darie, -
thery -dgery, -gerie, -gery, and  -jerry) are suggestive of the source for Kangarooby suffixes.  
 
Of course there are various other languages along the NSW coast that have the -bi /-ba 
locative suffix, any of which could have been the donor language. Threlkeld (1834, pp. 
50-52), for instance, catalogues 37 Awakabal/Awabagal-Gadjang (Hunter River/Lake 
Macquarie)27 geographic names, 17 (46%) of which contain the suffix -ba which are 
glossed as ‘place of x’. 
 
As I have outlined above, several sources and scenarios may have been responsible for the 
formation of suffix on Kangarooby and Kangaroobie, some perhaps more plausible than 
others.  Whatever the source or process, what we can be certain about is that the 
toponym is a ‘hybrid name’, much like the Adelaide suburb of Glenunga. Another term 
that we may employ is a ‘macaronic compound toponym’ (see Tent & Blair, 2018).28 
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7 ENVOI 
 
The Kangarooby (and its associated geographic features) near Cowra (NSW) have 
another, rather obscure, yet beautiful claim to fame. A new species of orchid, Corunastylis 
systena, was first identified and described by Jones (1991). The specific epithet (systenum) 
is derived from the Greek systenos ‘tapering to a point’, referring to the shape of the 
labellum of the orchid. It flowers from February to April. Since this orchid is restricted to 
ranges near Cowra and Forbes, it has been given the common name ‘Kangarooby Midge 
Orchid’. 
 

 
 

Figure 23 
The ‘Kangarooby Midge Orchid’ (Corunastylis systena) 

(Source: Mischa and Colin Rowan. http://www.orchidspecies.com/corusystena.htm)  
 
 
  



Kangarooby 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
32 ANPS Placenames Report No 8 

 

 

REFERENCES 
[Anon.] (1981). What’s in a name? Dictionary of historical facts and Aboriginal meanings of 

over 1,200 place names of New South Wales. Milsons Point: The Currawong Press. 
Appleton R. & Appleton, B. (1992). The Cambridge dictionary of Australian places. 

Melbourne: Cambridge University Press. 
Ash, A., Giacon, J, & Lissarrague, A. (Eds.).(2003). Gamilaraay, Yuwaalaraay, & 

Yuwaalayaay dictionary. Alice Springs: IAD Press. 
Attenbrow, V. (2009). Aboriginal placenames around Port Jackson and Botany Bay, New 

South Wales, Australia: sources and uncertainties. In H. Koch & L. A. Hercus 
(Eds.), Aboriginal placenames: naming and re-naming the Australian landscape (pp. 
9-54). Canberra: Australian National University & Aboriginal History 
Incorporated. 

 https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/aboriginal-history-monographs/aboriginal-
placenames  

Austin, P. (1993). A reference grammar of Gamilaraay, Northern New South Wales. ms. 
Bundoora, Vic.: Department of Linguistics, La Trobe University.  

-----. (1997). ‘Proto central New South Wales phonology.’ In D. Tryon & M. Walsh 
(Eds.), Boundary rider: essays in honour of Geoffrey O’Grady (pp. 21-49). Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics, Australian National University. 

Australian Heritage Database.  http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ 
ahdb/search.pl?mode%20=place_detail;place_id=848 

Australian Royalty. A family tree of colonial Australians, their forbears and descendants. 
https://australianroyalty.net.au/tree/purnellmccord.ged  

Barrett, J. (2015). Gandanguurra: the language of the mountain people and beyond. 
Glenbrook: Neville Bush Holdings. 

Blake, B. J. (1979). Australian case systems: some typological and historical observations. 
In S. A. Wurm (Ed.), Australian linguistic studies (pp. 323-394). Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics, ANU. 

-----.(1981). Australian Aboriginal languages. Sydney: Angus & Robertson.  
Clark, I. D. (2014). Dissonance surrounding the Aboriginal origin of a selection of 

placenames in Victoria, Australia: lessons in lexical ambiguity. In I. D. Clark, L. A. 
Hercus & L. Kostanski (Eds.), Indigenous and minority placenames: Australian and 
international perspectives (pp. 251-272). Canberra: ANU Press.  

Clark I. D. & Heydon, T. (2002). Dictionary of Aboriginal placenames of Victoria. 
Melbourne: Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for Languages. 

Collard, L., Goodchild, B. & Marinova, D. (2011). Understanding place names in 
southwest Australia: Katitjin Ngulluckiny Boodera.’ In State of Australian Cities 
(SOAC) Conference 2011, Vol. 1. Australia: State of Australian Cities National 
Conference. 
 http://soac.fbe.unsw.edu.au/2011/papers/SOAC2011_0201_final.pdf 

Dalton, M.B. (1985). Kangaroobie. Orange: M.B. Dalton. 
Department of Natural Resources & Mines, Queensland. Place names search.  
 https://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/qld/environment/land/place-names/search     
Dixon, R. M.W. (1980). The languages of Australia. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 



Kangarooby 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
                ANPS Occasional Paper No 8 33 

 
 

Dixon, R. M.W., Moore, B., Ramson, W.S. & Thomas, W. (2006). Australian 
Aboriginal words in English: their origin and meaning (2nd Edition). Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press. 

Ekwall, E. (1947) The concise Oxford Dictionary of English place-names (3rd Edition). 
Oxford: The Clarendon Press. 

Endacott, S. J. (1963). Australian Aboriginal words and place names. Melbourne: 
Georgian House.  

Fitzpatrick, J.C.L. (1913). The good old days of Molong. Parramatta: The Cumberland 
Argus Ltd. Printers. 
 http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-43163466/view?partId=nla.obj-43163477  

Frew, R. & Frew, C. (2012). Sounding the ground: nineteenth century journeys to 
Tumbarumba and the South East. Tumbarumba: authors. 

Gamilaraay-Yuwaalaraay-Yuwaalayaay dictionary. (2013).  
http://www.dnathan.com/client/GY/GYDEX/index.html 

Geytenbeek, B. & Geytenbeek, H. (1971). Gidabal grammar and dictionary. (Australian 
Aboriginal Studies 43). Canberra: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. 

Grant, S. & Rudder, J. (2010). A first Wiradjuri dictionary: English to Wiradjuri, 
Wiradjuri to English and categories of things. O’Connor, ACT: Restoration House. 

Greaves, B. (1966). Blackman, James (1792–1868). In Australian dictionary of biography, 
Vol. 1. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press.  

 http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/blackman-james-1790  
H. (1832). An excursion from Bathurst to Wellington Valley. Bathurst, 21st December, 

1831. Sydney gazette and New South Wales advertiser, Thursday 19 January 1832, 
No. 2078, p. 3. 

Hanson, W. (1889). Pastoral possessions: New South Wales. Alphabetically arranged, in the 
Eastern, Central, and Western Divisions. With the names of the pastoral holders of the 
Crown, the Land District and County in which each holding is situated, the area in 
acres, the annual rent and license fee, the rate per acre and per section for each leasehold 
and resumed area respectively. With copious indices and a map. Sydney: Gibbs, 
Shallard and Co. 

Haviland, J. (1979). ‘Guugu Yimidhirr.’ In R.M.W. Dixon & B. J. Blake (Eds.), 
Handbook of Australian languages (Vol. 1, pp. 27-182). Canberra: Australian 
National University Press..  

 https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/handle/1885/114846  
Hercus, L. A. (1969). The languages of Victoria: A late survey. In two parts. Canberra: 

Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies. 
-----. (2002). Is it really a placename? In L. A. Hercus, F. Hodges & J. Simpson (Eds.), 

The land is a map: placenames of Indigenous origin in Australia (pp. 63-72). 
Canberra: ANU Press & Pandanus Books..  
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/land-map  

Hercus, L. A. & Simpson, J. (2009). Indigenous placenames: an introduction.’ L. A. 
Hercus, F. Hodges & J. Simpson (Eds.), The land is a map: placenames of 
Indigenous origin in Australia (pp. 1-24).  Canberra: ANU E Press. 
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/land-map  

Hornsby Shire Council. [n.d.]. History of Hornsby Shire – key dates in the history of the 
Hornsby Shire. Hornsby, NSW: Hornsby Shire Library & Information Service.  



Kangarooby 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
34 ANPS Placenames Report No 8 

 

 

https://web.archive.org/web/20070426025406/http://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/lib
rary/index.cfm?NavigationID=653. Retrieved 20 March 2020. 

Jones, D.L. (1991). New taxa of Australian Orchidaceae. Australian orchid research, 2, 
72-73. 

Koch, H (2009). ‘The methodology of reconstructing Indigenous placenames: Australian 
Capital Territory and south-eastern New South Wales. In H. Koch & L. A. Hercus 
(Eds.), Aboriginal placenames: naming and re-naming the Australian landscape (pp. 
115-174). Canberra: The Australian National University & Aboriginal History 
Incorporated..  

 https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/aboriginal-history-monographs/aboriginal-
placenames 

Lissarague, A. (2006). A salvage grammar and wordlist of the language from the Hunter 
River and Lake Macquarie. Nambucca Heads: Muurrbay Aboriginal Language and 
Culture Cooperative. 
http://www.wonnarua.org.au/images/HRLM%20part%201.pdf  

Livingstone, H. (1892). A short grammar and vocabulary of the dialect spoken by the 
Minyug people, on the north-east coast of New South Wales. In L. E. Threlkeld, 
An Australian language as spoken by the Awabakal the people of Awaba or Lake 
Macquarie (near Newcastle, New South Wales) Being an Account of their Language, 
Traditions, and Customs. Appendix A… by J. Fraser (pp. 3-27). Sydney: Charles 
Potter, Government Printer. 
https://downloads.newcastle.edu.au/library/cultural%20collections/pdf/ 
al1892whole.pdf  

Martin, A. E. (1943). One thousand and more place names in New South Wales. Sydney: 
N.S.W Bookstall Co. 

McCarthy, F. D. (1950). New South Wales Aboriginal place names and euphonious words, 
with their meanings. Sydney: The Australian Museum. 

Milne, R. (1992). Ups and ings: Aboriginal place names of south western W.A. Perth: 
author. 

Myers, F. R. (1991 [1986]). Pintupi country, Pintupi self: sentiment, place and politics 
among Western Desert Aborigines. Berkeley: University of California Press.  

Nash, D. (2014). Comitative placenames in central NSW. In I. D. Clark, L. A. Hercus 
& L. Kostanski (Eds.), Indigenous and minority placenames: Australian and 
international perspectives (pp. 11-37). Canberra: ANU Press.  
 http://press-files.anu.edu.au/downloads/press/p286811/pdf/book.pdf?referer=258  

New South Wales Government Gazette. Monday, September 25, 1848. Supplement to 
Friday, September 22, 1848. Claims to leases of Crown Lands, beyond the Settled 
Districts. Wellington District. No. 61. p.1283. 

Nolan, J. (1978). Bundaberg: history and people. St Lucia: University of Queensland Press. 
NSW State Archives and Records. Squatters and Graziers Index  

https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-
indexes/squatters-and-graziers-index  

O’Reilly, W. C. (1963 [1948]). Ku-ring-gai: early history and development. Pymble: Ku-
ring-gai Municipal Council. 

Potter, R. (2014). Placename origins [of South-East Queensland]. Flaxton, Qld: Piula 
Publications 
http://www.piulapublications.com/?page_id=3800  



Kangarooby 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
                ANPS Occasional Paper No 8 35 

 
 

Reed, A. W. (1969). Place-names of New South Wales: their origins and meanings. Sydney: 
A.H. & A.W. Reed.  

-----.  (1973). Place names of Australia (2nd edition). Sydney: A.H. & A.W. Reed. 
-----.  (1977). Aboriginal words and place names. Sydney: A.H. & A.W. Reed. 
Rutherford, D. & Bigrigg, R. (1973 [2012]). Erambie. The Molong historian 1(9). 

Reprinted in Molong history news, 1(2), 7-8. 
Ryan, J. S. (1963). Some Aboriginal place-names in the Richmond Tweed area. Oceania, 

34(1), 38-55. 
Schultz, C. (2013). Parnangga. Place Name Summary 4.1.2/04. Kaurna Warra Pintyandi 

(The Southern Kaurna Place Names Project). 
Sharpe, M. C. (Ed.). (1992). Dictionary of Western Bundjalung including Gidhabal and 

Tabulam Bundjalung. Armidale: M.C. Sharpe. 
-----. (2013). All Yugambeh-Bundjalung dictionary with grammar, texts, etc. Armidale: 

author. 
Spurway, J. (Ed.). (1992). Australian biographical and genealogical record. Series 1, 1788-

1841, with series 2 supplement, 1842-1899. Sydney: A.B.G.R. 
Stack, E. (1906). Native Names and Meanings, 1906. Extracted from notes by J. Lamer 

1832-1833. Typescript. Mitchell Library of State Library of NSW, reference DL 
MS.23; Microfilm CY Reel 4355, frames 43-057.  

State Library of Queensland. (2016). South East Queensland placenames.  
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/resources/atsi/languages/queensland/southeast-
queensland-placenames 

Steele, J. M. (2005). The aboriginal language of Sydney: A partial reconstruction of the 
Indigenous language of Sydney based on the notebooks of William Dawes of 1790-
91, informed by other records of the Sydney and surrounding languages to c.1905. 
Unpublished Master of Arts (Research) thesis. Macquarie University, Sydney. 
http://www.williamdawes.org/docs/steele_thesis.pdf  

Sunshine Coast Regional Council. Place name origins. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20080307084211/http://www.maroochy.qld.gov.au/s
itePage.cfm?code=Fact_File  

Tent, J. (2017). Toponymy 101 F: How to coin a toponym. Placenames Australia. June, 
pp. 5-6.  
https://www.anps.org.au/upload/June_2017.pdf   

Tent, J. & Blair, D. (2009, 2014). Motivations for naming: a toponymic typology. (ANPS 
Technical Paper No. 2). South Turramurra, NSW: Australian National 
Placenames Survey. 

-----. (2011). Motivations for naming: the development of a toponymic typology for 
Australian placenames. Names: a journal of onomastics, 59(2), 67-89. 

-----. (2018). A clash of names: the terminological morass of a toponym class. Names: a 
journal of onomastics, 66(1), 1-12. 

Thornton, G. (1892 [1893]). Notes on the Aborigines of New South Wales. In J. Fraser 
(Ed.). The Aborigines of New South Wales. Appendix (pp. 2-8).  NSW 
Commissioners for the World’s Columbian Exposition, Chicago, 1893, Sydney. 

-----. (1896). Aboriginal names of places. Illawarra Mercury, 24 March 1896. 
Reproduced in M. Organ (1990), A documentary history of the Illawarra & South 
Coast Aborigines 1770-1850, including a chronological bibliography 1770-1990 (pp. 
358-359). Aboriginal Education Unit, Wollongong University. 



Kangarooby 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
36 ANPS Placenames Report No 8 

 

 

-----. (1899). Linguistics – Aboriginal names of places at Port Jackson and along the 
coast.’ Science of Man and Australasian Anthropological Journal (New Series), 11(2), 
210-11.   

Threlkeld, L. E. (1834). An Australian grammar, comprehending the principles and natural 
rules of the language as spoken by the Aborigines in the vicinity of Hunter’s River, Lake 
Macquarie &c. New South Wales. Sydney: Stephens & Stokes. 

Wells, J. C. (1982). Accents of English 2. The British Isles. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.  

Wells, W. H. (1848). A geographical dictionary or gazetteer of the Australian colonies… 
Sydney: W. & F. Ford.  

Yallop, C. L. (1982). Australian Aboriginal languages. London: André Deutsch. 
 
 
ENDNOTES  
1 Acknowledgements: Firstly, my thanks to Dr David Nash (ANU) for his assistance 

in my initial compiling this paper, and for his useful comments on earlier drafts. 
My thanks also to Louise Wass (Gooloogong, NSW) for her unrelenting interest in 
the study, for the photos and for unearthing very useful information. Also thanks 
to her and her husband for the photos of Kangaroobie #3. Finally, many thanks to 
Catherine Mackenzie (Researcher for Molong Historical Society) for extra 
information on Kangaroobie #2 and to her husband Stephen for the photos of this 
property. 

2 The approximate great circle distances between #1 and #2 is 70km, that between 
#2 and #3, 160km, and between #1 and #3, 155km. 

3 Cosby, Henry. 22 Sep-13 Oct 1839, 1 Jan-26 Feb 1840. ‘Half yearly return of 
population and livestock in the Lachlan district from 1 Jan 1840’ [X813], Reel 2748. 

4  Could Dwyer’s Irish accent have contributed to this spelling? For further comment 
on this, see section 6, Discussion and Conclusions. 

5  At the distance of thirty two miles from Bathurst, is a Government stock station, also a 
military post known by the names of Summer Hill and Frederick’s Valley. We found 
nothing worthy of remark at this place, which formed our first stage, and early the next 
morning journeyed forward for some miles, through a level country, which appears 
subject to floods, and of a rank soil droves of kangaroos were nipping the dew-bespeckled 
grass, their number about one particular spot, twelve miles from Summer Hill has given 
it the name of Kangaroo Bay, and, in like manner, Emu Swamp. Crossing several deep 
creeks, which in wet weather are for days together impassable, Molong Plains appeared 
before us, also a cattle station, protected by a military picquet [i.e. picket ‘A pointed 
stake driven into the ground for use in the construction of a fence or stockade’]. 

6  This was the same Patrick Durack of Western Australian pastoral fame and the 
grandfather of Dame Mary Durack, author of the novel Kings in Grass Castles. 

7  http://www.kangaroobie.com/history 
8  The various orthographic forms of this suffix will be represented by the canonical 

form -by. 
9  Although ‘resting place’ is not the accepted meaning of the OScand toponymic 

suffix -by /-bie so ubiquitous in Britain denoting a homestead or settlement, the 
Bowkers’ slightly garbled ‘etymology’ may nevertheless be linked to it. 
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10 Middle English was spoken from approximately the mid-11th century to the late-
15th century. 

11  A productive affix (prefix or suffix) contributes to the formation of new words or 
names, e.g. un-, -ness.  

12  There is also a Hornsby in Cumbria in the UK, so this may have served as a model 
for the coining of Sydney’s Hornsby. 

13  For example, ‘the car kangarooed down the road’ and ‘kangaroo care’, ‘kangaroo 
court’ or ‘kangaroo-like’. 

14 An inflexional suffix signals grammatical relationships such as PLURALITY, POSSESSION, 
TENSE etc. A derivational suffix changes the grammatical class of a word (e.g. from a 
VERB to a NOUN).  

15  I shall use -bi /-ba as the canonical form of the suffix. 
16  All of which occur in English: fee, vase, thin, this, see, zoo, shoe, measure, and how 

respectively. 
17  The orthography is the conventional spelling system of a language. 
18 These suffixes could just as easily be spelled with a p, as they occasionally are. 
19  No guarantee can be given for the accuracy of the meanings of the toponyms. 
20  Locative = ‘a form taken by a noun when it typically expresses the idea of location 

of an action’; genitive = ‘a form taken by a noun when it typically expresses a 
possessive relationship, or some other similarly close connection’; dative = ‘a form 
taken by a noun when it typically expresses an indirect object relationship’; allative 
= ‘a form taken by a noun when it typically expresses the meaning of motion to or 
towards a place.’ 

21  An allomorph is a variant form of a unit of meaning, such as a suffix, which varies 
in pronunciation in different contexts without changing its meaning. 

22  The -nga form is often the locative suffix on placenames in Australian languages 
(David Nash, p.c.).  

23  Notice the spelling of the run (Mowenbah), the homestead (Mowenbar), and the 
adjoining run (Moonbar), all different spellings of the same name.  

24  I cite him in full: ‘The last syllable uses two notations to indicate what was 
perceived as a long a (as in bar or bah); the perceived length may simply reflect a 
real long vowel phoneme in the original language or merely indicate that the vowel 
is not the reduced vowel found a similar position in English words such as member. 
The first vowel is apparently perceived either as the o of tow or the u of too, 
followed by an indistinct vowel, possibly spelled with e or not perceived at all. The 
uncertainty of the Aboriginal vowel is shown by the V (for vowel) of the 
reconstruction. Since vowels do not occur adjacent to one another in Aboriginal 
languages, we posit a glide w after the o/u sound, which is spelled u in the 
orthography we are using. The most likely sequence of phonemes is *Muwinba, 
but *Muwunba and *Muwanba are also possibilities.’ (Koch, 2009, pp. 139-40). 

25  The change in spelling from <n> in Mowenbah to <m> in Mowamba is due to the 
natural phonetic process known as ‘assimilation’, i.e. a sound change due to the 
influence exercised by one sound segment A upon the articulation of a 
neighbouring sound B, which results in B becoming more like, or even identical to, 
A. The NSW GNB notes that the previous names for the Mowamba River were 
Mowamba River and Moonbah River. 
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26 A comitative suffix indicates a meaning akin to ‘with’, ‘having’, ‘accompanied by’, 
etc. (Nash 2014: 11). 

27 Lissarague (2006) has labelled this the ‘Hunter River-Lake Macquarie (HRLM) 
language.’  

28  ‘Macaronic’ refers to a text or word using a mixture of languages (usually two). It 
can also be used to refer to hybrid words (i.e. internally macaronic); a good 
example being TELEVISION from Greek τῆλε (tēle) ‘far’ + Latin visio ‘seeing’ (from 
videre ‘to see’).  

 
 
  
 
 

 


